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“There is a saying in Russian and English and other languages:

The dogs bark, but the caravan keeps walking.

One explanation is that nothing can hinder the progress of a caravan.
The government sometimes derisively say the same about journalists.
They bark, but it does not affect anything.

But I was recently told that the saying has an opposite explanation.
The caravan drives forward because the dogs bark.

They growl and savage the predators in the mountains and the desert.
The caravan can move forward only with the dogs around.

Yes, we growl and bite. Yes, we have sharp teeth and strong grip.

But we are the prerequisite for progress.

We are the antidote against tyranny.”

Dmitry Muratov on winning the Nobel Peace Prize (2021)



Abstract

Gayropa is a widespread term used by Russian politicians, journalists, and bloggers to refer to
Western Europe, often in a disparaging way. It defines homosexuality as the essence of the Western
European lifestyle and puts a label on Western European civilization as sexually deviant. The
concept is used to outline the symbolic borders between Russia and Western Europe, wherein Russia
is seen as the last bastion of ‘normality’. Gayropa symbolises the clash between the two Europes:
Western Europe versus Eastern and Central Europe. This clash of values is used in global geopolitics
by both sides through sexual politics and politics of belonging.

Sexual politics is a rather broad concept. In this research it is narrowed down to the idea of
heteronormativity together with homonationalism. In the West homonationalism prevails. It
supports modernity and helps create boundaries towards the intolerant Other. In Russian political
discourse heteronormativity is the core ideology, which sees homosexuality as created by the West
(symbolised by words like Gayropa) and heterosexuality as ‘natural’. Politics of belonging involves
inclusion or exclusion of people, social categories within constructions of different boundaries by
those who have the power to set these. Thus, creating certain boundaries that separate the world into
‘us’ versus ‘them’. This research analyses how the narrative of Gayropa reflects the sexual politics
and anti-Western rhetoric used by the Russian state in its project of national belonging in four well-
known Russian newspapers. These newspapers are Rossiyskaya Gazeta, Novaya Gazeta, Izvestia
and Komsomolskaya Pravda.

The first chapter gives an overview of the existing literature on homosexuality in Russia, the clash
of values in Europe, visibility in the media, and the term Gayropa. Then the theoretical framework
for the methodology is framed. This research uses the qualitative method of narrative analysis to
explore the storytelling structures and tropes of the concept of Gayropa in Russian news articles.
This narrative analysis will be based on different scientific theories: Media Discourse (1995) by and
‘Narrative in Political Science’ (1998) by Patterson and Monroe.

The three following chapters contain the analysis of the articles per newspaper. Chapter two
discusses the narrative of Gayropa in the state-owned newspaper Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Chapter three
delves into the state-affiliated newspapers: Izvestia and Komsomolskaya Pravda. And, at last,
chapter four analyses the narrative of Gayropa in the non-state-affiliated newspaper Novaya Gazeta.

The last chapter is a comparison between the four newspapers. Here the results and patterns per
newspaper will be cross-checked with one another. The comparisons will be used to research
differences between the newspapers to see what the influence of the state discourse on
homosexuality and anti-Westernism is. This is done to evaluate the importance of media ownership.






Preface

I have always been interested in Russian culture, history, and politics. I previously studied Eastern
European languages and cultures at UGent. My previous thesis was about the visibility of
Tchaikovsky’s sexuality in cultural events and media after the implementation of the anti-LGBTQ+
propaganda law by the Russian state. During my research I read a multitude of news articles from
different Russian media outlets, who had very different views on sexuality. This piqued my interest
to research the influence of the state discourse on media in Russia, especially now that there aren’t
many independent media outlets left.

I do think it is important to state that I, myself, am not part of the LGBTQ+ community. [ am very
aware of my position as a Western European cisgender woman taking on this subject in my research.
I do realise that the attitude of the Russian state and media towards the LGBTQ+ community inside
and outside Russia is hostile. As I will analyse the discourse on Gayropa in the Russian media, the
politicizing of the LGBTQ+ community that happens in the media will inevitably be addressed as
well. Herein lies the biggest possible ethical dilemma of me unconsciously adding on to the problem
of politicizing the LGBTQ+ community. It is important to keep in mind that the LGBTQ+
community aren’t just ‘objects’ in a political feud, but that we are still talking about humans.

Furthermore, when I started this research in September the conflict in Ukraine, which is a main
event in articles on the term Gayropa, hadn’t escalated yet into a war. The non-state-affiliated
newspaper Novaya Gazeta was forced by the Russian state to stop because of its criticism towards
the Russian state’s interference in the war. It is here that my positionality becomes visible: for me
as a Belgian citizen living in Belgium it is possible to finish my research, whose purpose is to expose
the influence of state propaganda in the media. Yet one of my sources is forced to stop exposing
and condemning Russian state propaganda. Dmitrij Muratov was attacked recently on the train in
Russia. A lot of journalists from the newspaper have fled Russia. So, for my sources the situation
as Russian citizens is more precarious than for me.

Taking my positionality into account, I do think this research of analysing narratives in Russian
media is important, certainly in light of recent events. Even if it only briefly sheds a light on the
workings of the Russian media.

At last, I want to thank a few people who have supported me during this year. First of all, I want to
express my gratitude towards my promotor: Professor Dr. Bruno De Cordier. Thank you for your
enthusiasm, your feedback, and your time.

A special thanks goes out to Kobe for giving me the idea of researching Gayropa, for patiently
listening to me complain, for helping me solve some of my methodological struggles, and for
reading and correcting parts of my thesis.

I would also like to mention Brix, Sara, Diego, Kevan, Marie and my sister-in-law Janne. Thank

you for giving up your free time to read my thesis and correct the many unclear sentence structures
and spelling mistakes that escaped me.
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Introduction

After the fall of the Soviet Union (SU) in 1991, the economic and political system in Russia and
other Central and Eastern European countries collapsed. The implosion of the SU led to the
transition of these countries from a state-owned economy into a market economy and liberal society.
This transition was implemented through ‘shock therapy’: a Western neoliberal idea that was
applied to multiple ex-Soviet countries to establish a common market (Bukowski & Novokmet,
2021). On a political level the ex-Soviet countries transitioned from a one-party state to a multi-
party system. This was part of the larger agenda of multiple countries to join the European Union
(EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and eventually merge into one big Europe
(Petrova & Aydin-Diizgit, 2021).

Now, a couple decades after the fall, this ideal has changed. Research conducted by Pew Research
Center shows how about half or more of the population from ex-Soviet countries that joined the EU
are dissatisfied with how things are going in their country today. Moreover, a lot of Central-Eastern
Europeans and Russians see the dissolution of the SU as a misfortune (Pew Research Center, 2019).
This is belief is even present in Ukraine. According to research from 2017 about one third of the
general Ukrainian public feels this way. Given its history and the ongoing war with Russia, this
sentiment may seem like a surprise (Pew Research Center, 2017).

There is an overall discontent with the democratic transition of the former SU countries.
According to Eszter Kovats & Katerina Smejkalova (2020) the evolution of Western Europe is no
longer the ideal for many Central-Eastern Europeans:

...the West is no longer what they had longed to achieve through imitation: economic stability and
prosperity, a model for a clear, traditional European identity, or even — narrowly interpreted — Christian
values. Instead, ‘secularism, multiculturalism and gay marriage’ now suddenly appear as ‘normality’,
as the ‘Europe’ to catch up with. (Kovats & Smejkalova, 2020)

Additionally, to this discontent, the crisis of collective identity after the fall of the SU is generating
the reassertion of religion — catholic and orthodox — as an important part of the national identity in
Central and Eastern Europe. In some countries, the orthodox identity is immersed with views of
Russia as a bastion against the West (Pew Research Center, 2017).

These two factors — post-socialist transition and religion — are shaping the pessimistic attitudes
towards the values of the Western Europe — especially homosexuality — in Central and Eastern
European societies as explained by Kuhar (2013):

The consequent post-socialist transition is believed to have contributed to the non-acceptance of
homosexuality, especially through the resurgence of nationalism in the late 1980s and early 1990s and
the process of re-traditionalisation (closely connected with the rehabilitation of religion), which was
seen as “coming home” to the true (patriarchal values of the nation, previously erased by the
communist regime. (Kuhar, 2013: 8)

This is where Russia comes into the picture. Russia restored its place in the world by positioning
itself as a leader in transnational conservative alliances (Edenborg, 2018). Russia plays a central
role in the culture and geopolitics of Central and Eastern Europe. It holds the responsibility to protect
the Orthodox population outside its borders. Most orthodox countries agree with the notion of



Russia as an important buffer against the West!. Even some EU countries — such as Greece — agree
that Russia is needed as a strong buffer to balance the West (Pew Research Center, 2017).

Russia also positions itself as a global protector of ‘traditional values’. These traditional values
are generally understood as conservative values that are in favour of ‘natural’ gender roles, family
relations, patriotism, and Orthodoxy. They are strongly against LGBTQ+ rights, abortion and
feminism (Persson, 2014). These sentiments have found their way into legislation. Conservative
values form the cornerstone of laws such as the Russian federal law "for the Purpose of Protecting
Children from Information Advocating for a Denial of Traditional Family Values” of 2013, also
called the anti-gay law. The law and values are in clear opposition with the Western values of
tolerance and inclusion (Edenborg, 2019). According to different researchers (Persson, 2014; Stella
& Nartova, 2015; Sleptcov, 2017; Edenborg, 2018; 2019) the traditional values are constructed in
opposition to Western materialism, globalism, and European ‘sexual democracy’. The values are
produced to justify Russia’s (and other ex-Soviet countries) departure from Europeanization.

The rejection of LGBTQ+ rights and Western values calls into question the idea of a uniform
modernity around the globe. Russia’s anti-gay narrative challenges the Western example of
modernity (Persson, 2014). This anti-gay narrative must be seen against the broader background of
how sexual politics came to be a part of geopolitics in the world:

... homophobic discourse is merged with anti-Western (or anti-European) rhetoric and deployed in
projects of national belonging and state legitimization. The securitization and policing of queers is
interweaved in counterhegemonic, anti-imperialist politics and part of efforts to entrench identity in
communities seen as menaced by globalization and Westernization. (Edenborg, 2018: 73)

Russia's campaign of traditional values and homophobic discourse is strongly embedded into the
context of global politics. The described Russian narrative is a struggle over identity, modernity,
and its place in the globalizing world (Edenborg, 2018). However, it needs to be stated that the
homophobic discourse in Russia isn’t a pure anti-Western discourse: it is also about demarking the
‘false’ Europe (Western Europe) from the ‘true’ Europe (Russia and other conservative,
traditionalist countries) (Edenborg, 2019).

This distinction between the two Europes brings us to the narrative of Gayropa used by Russian
politicians, journalists, and bloggers. Gayropa refers to Western Europe and is often used in a
disparaging way (Secker, 2020). It defines homosexuality as the essence of Western European
lifestyle. It puts a label on Western European civilization as sexually deviant (Riabov & Riabova,
2014). The concept is used to outline the symbolic borders between Russia and Western Europe,
wherein Russia is seen as the last bastion of ‘normality’ (Riabov & Riabova, 2020). This Russian
narrative is validated by the war in Ukraine: “The idea that Ukraine’s interest in European
integration is bound to lead to the country’s downfall obviously allows the Russian authorities to
demonstrate to the Russian public that, in Russia, it is the authorities themselves that are the sole
guarantors of normalcy” (Riabov & Riabova, 2014). The term distinguishes Russia as the successor
of the real, authentic Europe (Riabov & Riabova, 2014).

This leads up to the central question of this research: How does the narrative of Gayropa reflect
the sexual politics and anti-Western rhetoric used by the Russian state in its project of national
belonging in four well-known Russian newspapers? These newspapers are Rossiyskaya Gazeta,
Novaya Gazeta, [zvestia and Komsomolskaya Pravda. To answer the central question, four sub-
questions are distinguished: How is Western Europe presented in the articles of these newspapers?

" Only Ukraine doesn’t see Russia as a buffer against the West due to its ongoing war with Russia.



To what various other themes or words is the concept of Gayropa linked in these newspapers? To
what extend are the concepts of sexual politics and politics of belonging reflected in the articles that
discuss geopolitics between Western Europe and Russia? How do articles on Gayropa differ
between state-owned (Rossiyskaya Gazeta), state-affiliated (Izvestia and Komsomolskaya Pravda)
and non-state-affiliated (Novaya Gazeta) newspapers? This analysis will be done by researching the
articles of these four well-known Russian newspapers since the 2014 conflict in Ukraine.

To understand the research questions and the concept of Gayropa in the broader conceptual
framework it is useful to explain the concepts of ‘Sexual Politics’ and ‘Politics of Belonging’. One
of the pioneer works around sexuality and politics is the work of George Mosse Nationalism and
Sexuality: Middle-class Morality and Sexual Norms in Modern Europe (1985). The book traces the
relationship between nationalism, respectability, and the proper attitude toward sexuality in
Western-Europe during the 20th century. According to him, what is seen as normal or abnormal is
a product of historical development; it changes over time. It is not a universal law. Mosse proves
that nation-building in Western Europe during 20th century is a heteronormative process based on
the idea of manliness. Manliness is of importance to safeguard the existing order against modernity;
manliness means normalcy. This heteronormative process identifies homosexuals as the internal
other (Mosse, 1985).

Because sexual politics is a rather broad concept, the focus will be on this idea of
heteronormativity together with homonationalism (Stella & Nartova, 2015; Edenborg, 2018; Essig
& Kondakov, 2019). Nowadays, according to Stella and Nartova (2015), gender and sexuality are
being used to reinforce certain political borders between the ‘progressive’ West and the ‘traditional’
East. Edenborg (2018) elaborates how sexual rights are entangled in contestations over geopolitics.
These contests involve discourses of tradition and modernity. The heteronormative discourse
focuses on tradition and manliness. It depicts homosexuality as a product of Western neo-
imperialism. The discourse around modernity uses the inclusion of LGBTQ+ communities as a
marker of national, European progress against a backward “Other”. This discourse is called
homonationalism (Edenborg, 2018). These two discourses are applied by Essig and Kondakov
(2019) on Western - Russian geopolitics through the concepts of Homosexualism
(homonationalism) and Heterosexualism (heteronormativity). Both concepts see same-sex desire as
exceptional, but they react different to this exception, namely Homosexualism responds with
tolerance, whilst Heterosexualism responds by suppressing homosexuality. Both concepts are part
of sexual nationalism as they are used to promote national supremacy when played out in
international relations. In the West Homosexualism mostly prevails. It supports modernity and helps
create boundaries towards the intolerant Other. In Russian political discourse Heterosexualism is
the core ideology, which sees homosexuality as created by the West (symbolised by words like
Gayropa) and heterosexuality as ‘natural’ (Essig & Kondakov, 2019).

All this — nationalism, sexuality, boundaries — brings us to the concept of politics of belonging,
which Nira Yuval-Davis explains as the following: “The politics of belonging comprises specific
political projects aimed at constructing belonging in particular ways to particular collectivities that
are, at the same time, themselves being constructed by these projects in very particular ways” (2006:
197). Politics of belonging involves inclusion or exclusion of people, social categories within
constructions of different boundaries by those who have the power to set these. Yuval-Davis
explains how identities are narratives, stories that people tell themselves, but in certain historical
contexts the construction of self and identity are forced upon people. Thus, creating boundaries that
separate the world into “us’ versus ‘them’ (Yuval-Davis, 2006). Floya Anthias (2009) elaborates on



the construction of these boundaries. According to him, boundaries change and can be a product of
political rules related to membership in society (Anthias, 2009).

To connect the concept of politics of belonging to Gayropa in the media, it is important to look
at the different degrees of belonging that can be adopted in the media. Persson (2014) applies this
concept of politics of belonging to the political Othering of the LGBTQ+ community through
visibility or non-visibility in Russian media. Visibility is used to control the narrative of ‘us’ versus
‘them’ by repeating certain links in the media, for example: links between the LGBTQ+ community
and a global Western capitalist elite. Non-visibility is important as well because narratives are
formed also by what is excluded. It is about the stories that are not told and the images that do not
appear to delimit the space of appearance (Persson, 2014).

Edenborg (2019) further explores this concept of visibility and its importance for politics of
belonging on a national and global level. He defines visibility as the object of continuous regulation,
but also as a site of resistance. The controlling of visibility in the media is of great power for creating
the boundaries related to membership in society. In the case of Russia, Edenborg explains how
Russian Kremlin-friendly media succeed in effectively integrating national and international anti-
state events into a narrative about Western capitalist elite attacking the Russian traditional values.
The effects of these events have been mostly successfully appropriated into the narrative of the
figure of Putin — signifying a masculine Russia — confronting the ladylike Gayropa. Edenborg
explains how Russian media used this narrative on the conflict of Ukraine to confirm Russia as the
international protector of ‘traditional values’ (Edenborg, 2019).

Riabov and Riabova (2014) also confirm how this narrative creates the need for a protector: “The
spread of gay culture is seen as a threat to fundamental values and sacrosanct ideals; it is represented
as a challenge not just to the gender order of society but to national identity” (Riabov & Riabova,
2014). They further elaborate how Gayropa in this narrative also has domestic purposes. The use of
Gayropa in Russia’s politics of belonging also legitimizes Russia’s involvement in the war in
Ukraine. Its involvement is depicted as the need to protect its people there from Western decay. The
Russian state can establish themselves as the sole guarantors of normalcy by creating the idea that
Ukraine’s interest in the EU will eventually lead to its downfall (Riabov & Riabova, 2014).



1. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework consists of the literature review, the choice of newspapers, the theories
applied during the research, and the different methods per question.

1.1. Literature review

This literature review covers existing research on the different attitudes towards homosexuality in
Russia, the Russian state’s narrative on homosexuality, the influence of the narrative in Russian
media regarding homosexuality, and the state of the art on the term Gayropa, accompanied by the
associated ‘culture wars’.

1.1.1. Literature on different attitudes towards homosexuality in Russia

A fair amount has already been written about the different attitudes of the Russian state towards
homosexuality (Healey, 2001; 2003; Kon, 2010; Wilkinson, 2013; Gulevich, Osin, e.a., 2016;
Sleptcov, 2017; Novitskaya, 2021). Dan Healey (2001; 2003) has written extensively about the
history of homosexuality in Russia. In his article (2003) he discusses the creation of a sexual national
mythology. The Russian mythology is one wherein the nation is seen as devoid of same-sex love.
Heterosexuality is constructed as the nation’s natural form of love. Sexual mythologies are of
importance for modern nationhood: they help Russia in creating its position towards the rest of the
world (Healey, 2003). His book (2001) explains more in depth how local and international
influences have shaped the Russian developments on sexuality throughout history (Healey, 2001).

Kon (2010) goes even further and explains how the Russian state’s changing attitudes towards
homosexuality can be specifically linked to changing political relations towards the West. He
explains how in the SU non-traditional love was seen as an internal threat. People who loved
differently were painted as the internal ‘enemies of the people’ acting on behalf of the external
enemy, the so-called ‘Western spies’. In 1993, homosexuality was decriminalized in Russia to be
able to join the Council of Europe. However, as the West and Russia began to diverge in their
development policies, the position of sexual minorities changed again in Russia. Pro-government
parties and the mass media in Russia claimed non-heterosexual sexualities to be a ‘European
Conspiracy’ designed to undermine Russian statehood (Kon, 2010).

This is confirmed by Cai Wilkinson (2013), when she explains how the Russian anti-gay laws of
2013 were implemented to maintain the country’s sovereignty and protect its Orthodox Christian
values and non-Western civilization against Western influence. Homosexuality is depicted as the
antithesis of Russia’s traditional values (Wilkinson, 2013). Gulevich and Osin (2016) elaborate
further on these values in their article. According to them, the LGBTQ+ community is seen as a
manifestation of ‘harmful’ Western influence which threatens Russian culture and values. They call
this the besieged fortress view (Gulevich, Osin, e.a., 2016).

The evolution of Russia’s attitude towards homosexuality shows the contemporary emphasis on
Orthodox Christian values in Russia. Homosexuality is instrumentalised to highlight the
incompatibility of Western values with Russian. Western ideas and protection of LGBTQ+ rights
are depicted as a threat towards the Russian nation. However, not everybody in the West holds the



same kind of values towards the LGBTQ+ community. There actually isn’t a clearcut East/West
dichotomy?. This leads to the clash of values between the different ‘Europes’.

1.1.2. Literature on the clash of values between the different Europe’s

The ‘clash of values’ or the ‘culture war’ between Western Europe and Central-Eastern Europe is a
very contemporary topic. Most of the current research has been done in recent years. Andrew
Monaghan (2015) explores the misuse of the term ‘Cold War’ in contemporary discourses on
geopolitical tensions between Russia and the West. The grouping of the countries has changed over
time. The liberal-democratic/communist divide is no longer as polarized. The newest members of
NATO are mostly former Soviet-countries which contribute to the different versions or perceptions
of history:

These countries have completely different memories of the Cold War and subsequent interpretations
of it. If, for some old member states, the Cold War is synonymous with both a common fear of total
war between nuclear-armed parties and a ‘long peace’ in Europe — albeit punctuated with occasional
periods of high crisis — for others in Europe it is synonymous with occupation and repression.
(Monaghan, 2015: 7)

However, tensions are increasing in the global world over the importance of values. The
understanding of the Cold War has evolved in Europe. According to Monaghan it is necessary to
change the language surrounding the contemporary geopolitical tensions. New updated concepts are
necessary, hence, the utilization ‘clash of Europes’. The term symbolises the competing visions of
the Euro-Atlantic security architecture and the clash over values between the EU and Russia.
Monaghan suggests this term as the starting point for addressing these geopolitical tensions
(Monaghan, 2015). In his work the focus lays mostly on the clash of values between the EU and
Russia, yet this clash of values is also visible within the EU.

Research done by the Pew Research Center (2018) analyses this clash of values more in detail
by dividing Europe in their study into Western, Central, and Eastern Europe. The focus lies on the
difference between Western and Central-Eastern Europe in public attitudes toward religion,
minorities, and social issues such as gay marriage and legal abortion. A general trend is how Central
and Eastern Europeans are less likely to extend the right of marriage to gay or lesbian couples than
Western Europe, even though tolerance towards same-sex relations is seen as a part of the European
values. Research shows how European values can mean different things for different people: “For
some, it conjures up the continent’s Christian heritage; for others, it connotes a broader political
liberalism that encompasses a separation between church and state, asylum for refugees, and
democratic government” (Pew Research Center, 2018). Timofeev (2021) confirms this
misunderstanding of European values. Different segments of the population of Europe hold
completely different views than the general idea of tolerance that is being promoted. Again, it

2 This is important to keep in mind. I am very aware that not everybody in the Western world is tolerant towards the
LGBTQ+ community, as not everyone in Russia is intolerant towards the LGBTQ+ community. This struggle for
equality is still taking place everywhere in the world. However, in most research this dichotomy is used to make a very
complex subject comprehensible. The sources and news articles that I study in this research also make use of this
dichotomy. Because of this, in this research I will most of the time also use this dichotomy to give a clearcut picture of
the narrative of Gayropa as it is used in these articles.



becomes clear that the East/West dichotomy isn’t accurate. There is a need for awareness on the
generalisation of these European values (Timofeev, 2021).

This clash of values can also be characterised by some as a culture war. Suslov and Uzlaner
(2019) explain the characteristics of culture and how these have an influence on Russian moral
conservatism. They note how conservatism is rising throughout the entire Western world. Russia’s
moral conservatism needs to be seen against the backdrop of this global rise. Further in their work,
they explain how at the ‘heart’ of culture lie distinctions (such as gender difference, sexuality)
between individuals to establish their ‘identity’ and ‘community’. Enemies that try to erase these
fundamental cultural distinctions form a threat to said community. From this idea of culture stems
the rather simple narrative storyline of moral conservatism, namely that enemies will try to destroy
the moral fortress of the traditional family values of the community (Suslov & Uzlaner, 2019). This
is the storyline used by Russia to make Western Europe into the enemy of traditional values and the
scapegoat of all problems. Chapnin (2020) also discusses this political rhetoric of values used by
Russia. He explains how the notion of traditional values has been adopted by the Russian state since
2012. It not only holds a political rhetoric, but a military one as well. Traditional values are linked
to destruction, because the values have to battle against those who stand against them. This rhetoric
is used by Putin. He doesn’t doubt that the whole modern (Western) world is holding a war against
traditional values (Chapnin, 2020). These ideas of battles and incompatibilities of values form the
basis of the contemporary culture war.

Another work by Uzlaner (2020) discusses how the clash of values causes the disappearance of
meaningful rational exchange of arguments between different parties. Because of this disappearance
the world is perceived from a black-and-white point of view. This creates the foundations for the
culture war between ‘Western’ values and traditional values. Uzlaner uses the conflict of Ukraine
as an example of a conflict with a clear value dimension. For the Russian state, the liberal West tries
to subvert the Russian world. The Russian state adopts this reason to react in a protective and
defensive way towards the West (Uzlaner, 2020). Verpoest (2018) also analyses the value dimension
of the conflict in Ukraine. According to her, the EU is othering Russia and Russia is othering the
EU to a similar extent in the war. The Russian state instrumentalizes the EU’s support for LGBTQ+
rights to show the contrast with Russian traditional values; and focuses on homosexuality being
‘foreign’ to Russian society. This is applied in the case of Ukraine through words such as
Gayromaidan and Gayropa. They resemble everything that is foreign to Russia’s own, traditional
values: “It is exactly this rhetoric on LGBTIs that is being used for geopolitical othering: contrasting
Russia’s traditional values with perverse ‘demonic’ influences from the West” (Verpoest, 2018:
152).

Luciani (2021) calls this the geopoliticisation of LGBTQ+ rights. According to her, this
geopoliticisation has double-edged implications for LGBTQ+ communities in the ‘in-between’
countries of the EU and Russia such as Georgia. She concludes how it becomes visible in these
countries that framing of the enemy or scapegoat happens on both sides of the values clash:
Homophobic mobs are seen as part of the Kremlin’s plan to undermine Georgia’s pro-Western
foreign policy; and on the other side homosexuality is seen as the EU’s neo-imperial plan to
undermine Russian influence (Luciani, 2021). Most of the time the culture war between the Western
values and traditional values is framed through the politicisation of LGBTQ+ rights. These political
value narratives on LGBTQ+ rights are being framed and supported through the media.



1.1.3. Literature on media coverage of the state narrative on homosexuality

More recent research (Sleptcov, 2017; Novitskaya, 2021) has acknowledged that homophobia and
the idea of traditional values are politically used as an oppressive state strategy in Russia. According
to Sleptcov (2017) homophobia was used to recreate a sense of national identity based on the
construct of traditional values and heteronormativity in this globalised world. Novitskaya (2021)
confirms this by explaining how state-controlled media has been instrumental in promoting this
strategy by increasing negative visibility of the LGBTQ+ community in Russia and the world.

This brings us to the research of narratives on homosexuality in media coverage in Russia. Most
of this research is focused on the period of the implementation of the anti-gay law in Russia
(Persson, 2014; Edenborg, 2018; Kondakov, 2019) and on the Russian state narrative on
homosexuality (Wiedlack, 2017; Khlusova, 2017). Emil Persson (2014) researched how increased
public visibility of homosexuality since the mid-2000s, together with the growing anti-Western
narrative, influenced the attitudes towards homosexuality in Russia. He analysed the coverage of
the 2013 anti-gay law in Komsomolskaya Pravda, Rossiyskaya Gazeta and Vremya and concluded
that this coverage reconstructs the dominant state narrative of homosexuality as a threat, creating a
negative visibility of the LGBTQ+ community in Russia to sustain this narrative (Persson, 2014).

Khlusova (2017) investigates how media reproduces the negative stigma of the LGBTQ+
community in Russia by applying a critical discourse analysis (CDA). Her research focuses on 58
news reports covering homosexuality on the television news discourse of Vesti and Vremya. She
analysed how the stigma is used to justify discrimination against minority groups (Khlusova, 2017).
Wiedlack (2017) also analysed the narratives of representation of the LGBTQ+ community in
Russia and the West through CDA. She concludes that the focus of such research should not be on
the homophobia of Russian people, but on the propaganda by the state and media of heterosexuality,
family, and procreation as the foundation of the nation, which uses homophobia as a method. This
focus shows how the heteronormative idea with a focus on family values is also present in parts and
communities of the West, addressing the need to go beyond the East/West dichotomy (Wiedlack,
2017).

Edenborg (2018) focuses on this negative state narrative and East/West dichotomy as well. In his
article he explains how sexual politics are entangled in contestations over geopolitics in the 21st
century. He elaborates on how sexual politics are used in the discourses of ‘tradition’ and
‘modernity’. The dichotomy of a ‘gay-friendly West” confronting a ‘traditional non-West’ is a
historically inaccurate dichotomy. He exposes this by investigating how events in the West and
homosexuality are covered in Rossiyskaya Gazeta, Komsomolskaya Pravda and Vremya during the
period of January 2013 until June 2013 (Edenborg, 2018).

Kondakov (2019) investigates the frequency of articles on homosexuality in the Russian media.
His conclusion states that there are more publications on LGBTQ+ issues after the implementation
of the anti-gay law of 2013. However, the content of these publications depends on the outlet.
Materials aired on government-controlled media sources try to convince the public of the danger of
homosexuality, whilst publications on oppositional or independent medias try to convey a more
LGBTQ+-friendly approach (Kondakov, 2019). So, the attitude and narrative depend on the media
outlet that produces the content.



1.1.4. Literature on the concept of Gayropa

Recently, there has also been research conducted on Gayropa in Russian media. Kolesnikova (2019)
wrote on recent neologisms in the Russian language. In this article Gayropa is defined as an ironic
name for Europe with a hint towards homosexuality. Riabov and Riabova (2014; 2020) elaborate in
their articles how the concept has become increasingly visible on Russian internet sources. It is used
to characterise the Western European gender order. They explain how the term plays an important
role in the contemporary geopolitical discourse of the Russian state, especially on the war in
Ukraine. Gayropa is used to legitimise Russia’s place in the modern world and contributes to the
contemporary national idea of a traditional Russia and its family values. The concept is used to
delineate the symbolic borders between Russia and Western Europe. It supports the idea of an
East/West dichotomy. Russia with its discourse of tradition is seen as the ‘successor’ to the real
authentic Europe. Non-traditional sexuality is seen as a threat to Russia’s national identity and
political stability. By defending sexual minorities, the West’s position towards Russia is shaped as
one of the intruders trying to change Russian internal affairs (Riabov & Riabova, 2014; 2020).

Foxall (2017) also explores the use of this concept in Russia’s geopolitical discourse towards the
EU. He traces the evolution of ideas on the EU in post-Soviet Russia. The paper discusses how
Russia changed its narrative about the EU since the ‘colour revolutions’ between 2003 and 2005,
slowly at first and then more drastically since Putin’s return to presidency in 2012. The article
criticises how Gayropa is used in the contemporary narrative to claim and visualise Russia as a great
global power against Western Europe (Foxall, 2017). Morris and Garibyan (2021) investigated this
conservative evolution in Russians’ everyday life. They analysed how Gayropa resonates with the
Russian people and if it reflects the anti-Western state discourse. Even though the state discourse
and the term Gayropa are adopted by almost all of the Russian media, the state narrative of Gayropa
hasn’t really resonated with the Russian population yet.

This literature review clarifies how there is already extensive research on Russian attitudes
towards homosexuality. In more recent research these attitudes are translated into the contemporary
global culture war waged between liberal ‘Western’ values and ‘traditional’ values. There is
extensive contemporary research on this clash of values in Russian media through the framing of
the LGBTQ+ community since the adoption of the anti-gay law in Russia in 2013. Even the term
Gayropa has already been examined in academic research, yet there has not been sufficient research
conducted on the use of the term Gayropa by different Russian media outlets.

1.2. Methodology

This research uses the qualitative method of narrative analysis to explore the storytelling structures
and tropes of the concept of Gayropa in Russian news articles. This narrative analysis will be based
on different scientific theories: Media Discourse (1995) by Norman Fairclough and ‘Narrative in
Political Science’ (1998) by Patterson and Monroe. These theories will then be incorporated in the
method applied on each sub-question. As I have a background in the studies of Eastern European
languages and cultures, I will translate the articles myself when examining the different narratives
including the concept of Gayropa®.

% As 1 am not a native Russian nor English speaker, there is a chance that the translations from Russian to English will
not be correct literal translations. Although the literal translation might hold some discrepancies the general message of
the articles will be clearly and correctly conveyed.



1.2.1. Theories

Relevant theories for this study of Russian articles about Gayropa are the theory of Norman
Fairclough (1995) on media discourse and the theory of narrative analysis by Patterson and Monroe
(1998). I will use different aspects from both these theories to conduct a narrative analysis that
answers the different questions of this research.

1.2.1.1. Media Discourse (1995) by Norman Fairclough

Discourse means anything from a historical monument, a lieu de memoire, a policy, a political strategy,
narratives in a restricted or broad sense of the term, text, talk, a speech, topic-related conversations, to
language per se. (Wodak & Meyer, 2016: 3)

Discourse has a very broad definition. There are various ways to analyse discourse, which is why
the focus in this research is on Media Discourse (1995) by Norman Fairclough. Fairclough (1995)
sees media as having the power to alter and shape social relations, social identities, certain
knowledge, and values. Media can choose which social identities (versions of the ‘Self”) it will
visualise and what values it demands. Media can also selectively represent the world. Hence media
holds a certain power, which makes it interesting for governments to control certain media output.
In certain cases, the state can have an input on media output, which makes it necessary to examine
the patterns of ownership of the media. These patterns could directly or indirectly shape media
discourses and their representation of the world (Fairclough, 1995).

Other essential aspects of Fairclough’s theory for this research are his theories around
representations and narratives in the media. Firstly, looking at his theory around representations in
media discourse, Fairclough (1995) specifies how the truth in an absolute sense is problematic. The
focus should not be on whether the media is telling the absolute truth, but on how situations, people,
relationships... are represented. Fairclough hereby considers that: “...media texts do not merely
‘mirror realities’ as is sometimes naively assumed; they constitute versions of reality in ways which
depend on the social positions and interests and objectives of those who produce them” (1995: 103).
Such representations can be compared and analysed by their partiality or completeness. Conclusions
around these comparisons can show the truthfulness or untruthfulness of these representations and
how certain representations fit certain discourses. Secondly, looking at his theory around narrative
in media discourse Fairclough (1995) explains the complexity of journalism: “... journalists don’t
only recount events, they also interpret and explain them, try to get people to see things and to act
in certain ways, and aim to entertain” (1995: 90). There is this tension between giving or hiding
information and at the same time having to entertain. From this, Fairclough (1995) distinguishes
two aspects of a narrative, namely the actual story and the presentations of this story. The
presentation of the story is of importance to understand the influence of certain discourses on
narratives in the media.

1.2.1.2.  “Narrative in Political Science’ (1998) by Patterson and Monroe

In addition to Fairclough’s theory around media discourse, Patterson and Monroe’s theory around
narratives is interesting as well for this research. Patterson and Monroe (1998) define narratives in
the political sense as follows:
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... refers to the ways in which we construct disparate facts in our own worlds and weave them together
cognitively in order to make sense of our reality. Since these narratives help us understand ourselves
as political beings, narrative becomes an invaluable tool in navigating the myriad of sensations that
bombard us daily. (1998: 315).

Narratives are created to understand the realities that surround people. They can be created by
individuals but also by collective units, such as nations and groups. The article explains how
narratives are interpretations of how the world should be. Details of certain events are selected to fit
a narrative that is noteworthy. This is most of all visible in narratives of national identity and history:
“Stories about the origin and development of a nation provide a shared sense of who we are, where
we came from, and how we fit together” (Patterson & Monroe, 1998: 322). Narratives are important
for nationalist movements around the world. Politicians use narratives to rewrite history so that they
can accomplish certain political goals (Patterson & Monroe, 1998).

Patterson and Monroe take four characteristics of narratives into account when analysing media
articles. The first one looks at the relation between certain parts of the article. It describes how
certain events are linked with other events. The second feature is ‘causal emplotment’, which looks
at how certain elements in the narrative are localised to create a causal relationship between them.
The third characteristic shows how people choose to include or leave certain details out of the
narrative. The fourth feature looks at where the elements of the plot are situated towards one another
(Patterson & Monroe, 1998).

A combination of these two theories will be used to examine the media content in different
Russian media outlets. The focus of this research will be on content about the concept of Gayropa
and the possible links with the political and cultural changes in Russia’s relation towards Western
Europe.

1.2.2. Methods

This research uses the collection of digital materials, in specific: the collection of news articles
focused on the concept of Gayropa from different Russian media outlets during the period of 2014
until 2021. The research of news articles containing the term Gayropa will focus on four Russian
newspapers: Rossiyskaya Gazeta, Izvestia, Komsomolskaya Pravda and Novaya Gazeta. All four of
these papers exist in written form and online. Yet in this research only the online form will be
examined as this is the most accessible format at this time. The collection of news articles is done
by searching for the key term Gayropa in the search engines of each newspaper. The articles will be
analysed per newspaper to see which newspaper adopts which narrative. I will compare the
narratives of the newspapers with one another to discover differences and similarities between the
storytelling of the different newspapers.

The timeframe is chosen based on the conflict in Ukraine. Gayropa is mostly used in terms of the
Ukrainian conflict, so it is only logical to take the beginning of the conflict in 2014 as the starting
point. I limit the research to the end of 2021, just before the escalation of the conflict into a war. As
the field is now constantly changing due to the war, it is not possible to include the year 2022 yet.
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1.2.2.1.  Choice of newspapers

The choice of newspapers is determined by their affiliation with the Russian state — state-owned,
state-affiliated, non-state-affiliated — to conduct a broad and qualitative research on the concept.

Rossiyskaya Gazeta (RG) is the official Russian state newspaper. The newspaper is published
from Monday until Saturday, has a daily circulation of approximately 166,675 copies, and is
available throughout the whole country (European Press Roundup, n.d. b). The online newspaper
has an average daily audience of 2,363,267 visitors (Livelnternet, 2021), with a traffic volume of
381,543 unique daily visitors (WEBrate, 2021d). Because the newspaper is state-owned, it will be
interesting to see how the state discourse using Gayropa is reflected in its articles.

Izvestia (IZ) is a socio-political newspaper. It is one of the oldest and most popular newspapers
in Russia: “Circulation of the Izvestia newspaper exceeds 150 thousand copies, the audience of one
number makes 309 thousand readers” (TAdviser, n.d. b). The website of the newspaper is estimated
to have around 844,505 number of visits daily (Nets4, 2021), with 312,567 unique daily visitors
(WEBrate, 2021a). 1Z is not state-owned, but by delving deeper into the background of its
shareholders, the newspaper seems to be affiliated with the state. IZ is bought by the Natsionalnaya
Media Gruppa (NMG). NMQG, in turn, is owned by Bank Rossiya, Surgufneftegas, SOGAZ and
Gazprom Media (TAdviser, n.d. d). Bank Rossiya owns the biggest share of NMG; and is owned —
together with Gazprom Media — by Gazprom (TAdviser, n.d. e). Gazprom is an oil-company in
which the Russian state holds the most shares (TAdviser, n.d. a). The general director of NMG is
now Svetlana Balanova. She used to be the first deputy general director of Gazprom Media
(BroadBand TV News, 2021). This information confirms that IZ is a state-affiliated newspaper.

Komsomolskaya Pravda (KP) is one of Russia’s best-selling daily newspapers. It used to be a
leading Soviet youth paper that reached the height of its popularity in 1990. In that time, it hit a peak
daily circulation of almost 22 million (BBC News, 2008). Nowadays the daily circulation is around
0.5 million (TAdviser, n.d. ¢). The website of the newspaper has an average of 443,449 unique daily
visitors (WEBrate, 2021b). KP — just as IZ — is not state-owned, but its largest shareholder has
affiliations with the state. The Russian energy group ESN (Evroseverneft’) is one of the newspaper’s
largest shareholders. This energy company is led by Grigory Berezkin (Interfax, 2017). Berezkin is
deferential towards the Russian president Vladimir Putin (Reiter & Lyrchikova, 2017). He is often
addressed as being a pro-Kremlin publisher, who bought up several state-critical newspapers (RSF
Reporters without Borders, 2021). KP is a state-affiliated newspaper.

Novaya Gazeta (NG) is best known for its investigative journalism, it is seen as Russia's leading
opposition newspaper (BBC News, 2008). The editor in chief Dmitry Muratov has won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2021 due his efforts to safeguard freedom of expression (Nobel Prize, n.d.). The
website has a traffic volume of 77,141 unique daily visitors in 2021 (WEBrate, 2021). The
newspaper is not state-owned and is not affiliated with the state. The newspaper is mostly owned by
its staff with only two other shareholders: Mikhail Gorbachev (former Soviet leader) and Alexander
Lebedev (a wealthy businessman) (European Press Roundup. n.d. a). Gorbachev and Lebedev are
leading critics of Russian authorities (Forbes, n.d.). NG is — or was* — an opposition newspaper with
no affiliations towards the Russian state.

41n 2022 - since the escalation of the armed conflict of Ukraine into a war - the publication of the paper was forced to
stop by the Russian state. Muratov has been attacked with paint when he was on a train in Russia and several journalists
of the paper have fled Russia. These journalists have now founded Novaya Gazeta Europe. Retrieved from
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/07/1091478334/dmitry-muratov-attacked-in-russia?t=1650185119743
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1.2.2.2.  Method per question

I will use different aspects from the above explained theories of Norman Fairclough (1995) and
Patterson and Monroe (1998) with each sub-question. The answers to the four sub-questions will
eventually lead up to the answer to my main question: How does the narrative of Gayropa reflect
the sexual politics and anti-Western rhetoric used by the Russian state in its project of national
belonging in four well-known Russian newspapers?

The first sub-question about the representation of Western Europe® in the articles on Gayropa is
a descriptive question. It aims at sketching what is happening in the field. I will answer this based
on the theory of Fairclough (1995) on media discourse. As already mentioned, the media can choose
which social identities it will visualize and can also selectively represent the world, which is of
importance here. Fairclough points out three sets of questions to have in mind when analysing media
output concerning representations: “How is the world represented? What identities are set up for
those involved in the programme or story? What relationships are set up between those involved?”
(1995: 5). By answering these questions for each article, it will be possible to evaluate the different
representations of Western Europe by newspaper.

To answer the second sub-question on the various other themes or words linked to Gayropa in
articles I will use the theory on narrative by Patterson and Monroe (1998). This part of the analysis
will be based on the four characteristics of narratives by Patterson and Monroe. I will use these
characteristics to research how certain events and phenomena are selected and made relational so
that they fit into a certain narrative, which is linked to Gayropa.

The third sub-question on the concepts of sexual politics and politics of belonging reflected in
geopolitical articles is an analytical question aimed at understanding the political narrative in articles
on Gayropa. I will answer this question using both Fairclough’s theory and the theory of Patterson
and Monroe. Here I will focus on Fairclough’s theory of the two aspects of a narrative, namely the
actual story and the presentations of this story. The presentation of the story is of importance to
understand the influence of certain discourses on narratives in the media (Fairclough, 1995).
Patterson and Monroe’s theory on narratives of national identity and history can add to this to better
understand the different narratives used in articles on Gayropa. Details of certain events are selected
to fit a narrative that is noteworthy (Patterson & Monroe, 1998). I will examine how sexual politics
or politics of belonging can boost the geopolitical narrative of Russian media on Ukraine; and at the
same time shape the Gayropa rhetoric.

My last sub-question on the possible difference between state-affiliated and non-state-affiliated
newspapers will be based on the information taken out of the previous questions. According to
Fairclough (1995) patterns of ownership of the media, can directly or indirectly shape media
discourses. The patterns of ownership of the media outlets are already discussed in the paragraphs
above. To answer this question, I will compare the four newspapers with one another to evaluate the
importance of media ownership. I will compare all my results and the patterns per newspaper with
one another. I will cross-check the representation on Western Europe, the use of the narrative of
Gayropa during key moments and the different associations made in articles on Gayropa. These
comparisons will be used to research differences between the newspapers to see what the influence
of the state discourse on homosexuality and anti-Westernism is.

5 In the articles from the different newspapers the authors constantly switch between the West, Western Europe, the EU,
and Europe when voicing their opinions. The assumption can be made that these terms are not delimited in meaning
and are used alternately by different authors. For the sake of simplicity, the general term Western Europe is used in this
study. Unless the authors themselves clearly demarcate the meaning of the denomination.
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2. State-owned: Rossiyskaya Gazeta

RG is the state-owned newspaper of Russia. It has six articles in which the term Gayropa is present.
These articles are spread throughout the period of 2014 until 2019. The first one appears in 2014,
with two more articles following in 2015. Then it isn’t until 2017 before another article appears that
mentions Gayropa. At last, there are two more published in 2019. By having multiple articles, it
becomes feasible to summarise all aspects of the image of Western Europe and to look deeper into
the different themes, events and words linked to Gayropa in RG. As the articles are spread over a
few years, it is possible to critically analyse how the geopolitical relations between Russia and
Western Europe influence the narrative in RG.

2.1. Western Europe - a sheep?

The newspaper articles of RG paint a not so appealing picture of Western Europe. The articles are
filled with talk about European exaggerations, Western imperialism, corruption, and political
correctness. Some articles even go as far as to call Western Europe a sheep of the United States of
America (USA). The overarching presentation of the world is the same in every article. The world
is divided into two opposite sides: Western Europe versus Russia. Although the general presentation
is nearly the same in all articles, the way the identities and relationships between Western Europe
and Russia are set up strongly differs.

The most common identity set up for Western Europe is that of the aggressor. Western Europe
is presented as a neo-imperialist entity in the world. This identity of an aggressor is visible in articles
on Ukraine. Western Europe is made out to be the enemy in the conflict. The Maidan revolution is
explained as a geopolitical move by imperialistic Western Europe to impose its values on Ukraine.
Russia’s identity is established as the defender of traditional values. The Russian state needs to stop
the downfall of Ukraine brought about by Gayropa (Makarychev, 2015). In general, the relationship
between Russia and Western Europe is one of adversaries. However, at one point the identity of
Western Europe on the conflict wasn’t only one as the aggressor, but also one as the lackey of the
USA. Western Europe is painted as sheepishly following the USA in its sanction war against Russia.
Russia is still painted as the victim that just defends its values and only reacts on the actions inflicted
by Western Europe and the USA: “He MbI ”HUIIMATOPBI CAHKIIMOHHOM BOIHBI, U CBOM OTpPaHUYCHHUS
MBI TOTOBBI HEMEJUIEHHO CHATh, KaK TOJIBKO Apyras CTOpOHa cienaet nepsbiii mar”® (RG, 2019).

The idea of Western Europe as an aggressor is also visible in more trivial subjects. One article
shapes the division of the world throughout dictionaries: English versus Russian. In this article
English dictionaries are accused of being part of the linguistic imperialism of the English language:

[IpuBeny soickaspiBanne HynOepra, muureBucta u3 llkonsr mHpopmanun B Kamudopauiickom
yHuBepcutere B bepknu: “Hame BocxuineHne HEOOBSTHOCTBIO aHTIIMIICKOTO sI3bIKa BO3HHMKACT U3
CBOEro pofa JIMHIBUCTHYECKOTO MMIIEPHAIN3Ma - OLIYIIECHHS, YTO ‘HAIM CJIIOBapH OOJNbIIE, YeM HX

® Translation: We are not the initiators of the sanctions war, and we are ready to lift our restrictions immediately
as soon as the other side makes the first move.
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cnosapu’. Ho 3To Ha caMoM Jieie He ieaeT Hac CKolb-1u60 Goraue muarsuctudecku” . (Novoselova,
2014)

The idea that Western Europe (or the West in general) goes so far as to make sure that its dictionaries
are bigger than others to demonstrate its superiority above other languages creates this image of
Western Europe as an exaggerator and neo-imperialist entity (Novoselova, 2014). It fuels the idea
that Western Europe threatens Russia on all levels, even very trivial ones.

In other articles Western Europe’s identity is established as being corrupt and too focused on
political correctness. Western Europe is linked to the Oscars in the USA, which is a corrupted event
according to RG. The Oscars are being criticised for giving prizes to people of minority groups just
to reach a certain quota — even though their roles or films aren’t that exceptionally good — and for
being politically correct. However, as the Oscars is an event in the USA, it is surprising that Western
Europe — or more specifically Gayropa — is dragged into this. The connection between Western
Europe and the Oscars is constructed through the so-called European gay lobbies: Hollywood is
supposedly corrupted by the gay lobby of Gayropa (Kichin, 2017). Even here the overarching
identity of Western Europe is one of an aggressor spreading values such as political correctness, but
now it is towards the USA instead of Russia. Furthermore, Western Europe’s political correctness
is not only used to shape the idea of the aggressor, but also the idea of Western Europe becoming
weak: “OorpoMHbIE BOJHBI CTpAIIHBIX OOpOJaThIX “OexeHueB” (MOIXyOaHIUTHI U TEPPOPHCTHI,
MOJTyIapa3uThl U MOMPOIIARKN) 3aIMBAIOT CTapylo, BSUTYIO, TPYCIMBYIO, TIApATM30BaHHYIO CBOCH
JDKUBOM “TIONMTKOPpeKTHOCTHIO™® (Radzikhovskiy, 2015). Western Europe’s political correctness
is depicted as paralysing and creating a stagnation in Western Europe’s evolution.

The overarching depiction of Western Europe in RG is aggressive, imperialistic, and at the same
time weak. Although these are contradictory elements, they do work in the narrative of Russia as a
leader and defender of traditional values in the world against the aggressive, yet soft (feminine)
Western Europe.

2.2.Shaping the narrative

In the six articles of RG, Gayropa is linked to the following events: the situation in Ukraine, the
Oscars, and a Russian play. The themes discussed in these articles are homosexuality, morality,
corruption, political correctness, migration, and traditional values.

2.2.1. Events

Most articles cover the situation in Ukraine. One from 2014 discusses the rise of new words
(neologisms) in the Russian language following the conflict in Ukraine. The article gives a list of
examples which contain: Gayropa, Maidany, Ukropy, Fashington and many others (Novosoleva,
2014). All have a rather damaging connotation. Gayropa is used to condemn the involvement of
Western Europe in the situation of Ukraine. In 2015 an article even instils the fear of Odessa falling

7 Translation: To quote Nunberg, a linguist at the School of Information at the University of California, Berkeley: “Our
admiration for the immensity of the English language stems from a kind of linguistic imperialism - a feeling that ‘our
dictionaries are bigger than their dictionaries’. But that doesn't really make us any richer linguistically”.

8 Translation: huge waves of scary bearded “refugees” (half-gangsters and terrorists, half-parasites and beggars)
flooding the old, sluggish, cowardly, paralysed by their lying “political correctness”
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into decay due to the new pro-Western governor Saakashvili. It discusses the possible organisation
of a LGBTQ+ pride in Odessa approved by the governor and the taking over of Odessa’s economy
by American corporations (Makarychev, 2015). The connection between these events helps shape
the idea of Western neo-imperialism happening in Ukraine. At last, in an interview by the
Luxemburger Wort with Dmitry Medvedev the situation in Ukraine is broadly discussed: the
sentiments towards the sanction war between Russia and the EU? are analysed. They talk about the
deteriorating relations between the EU and Russia, which became even worse due to the sanctions.
A picture is painted in which Medvedev wants to prove that not everyone in the EU, here specifically
Luxemburg, agrees with these sanctions (RG, 2019). This gives the possibility to create a narrative
in which the unity of the EU is questioned. By questioning the unity of the EU, the power of EU is
made to look unstable and vulnerable instead of unbreakable.

Another event linked to Gayropa are the Oscars of 2017 in the USA. The Oscars are depicted as
being weak and too busy with political correctness. The article is more a criticism towards the USA
since the Oscars aren’t even European. However, the term Gayropa is used in it to explain the so-
called ‘gay lobby’ in the USA (Kichin, 2017). It shows that the use of Gayropa goes further than
just Western Europe. It can encompass all the West. Gayropa is used to negatively criticise events
and ideas from the West.

2.2.2. Themes

One of the recurring themes in almost all six articles of RG is the theme of sexuality. Gayropa is
immediately linked to Western values on sexuality and sexual preference. Most of the time this
theme is used to drag Western Europe through the mud. Fear for same-sex relations is installed in
most articles. The following example shows how LGBTQ+ prides and queer festivals in Odessa are
feared as they will take away the public space of people who still hold on to their traditional values:
“Ha Ykpaune u B conHeuHOi Ojiecce OHU “OTBOEBBIBAIOT BCE OOJIBIIE MIPOCTPAHCTBA” Y TIOJCH C
TpaauuonHoit opuenTarmen”!? (Makarychev, 2015). The theme of traditional values and sexuality
are related to one another as being each other’s opposite. They fit into the discourse of Russia
(traditional values) versus Western Europe (liberal values towards sexuality).

The theme of sexuality is also often placed together with the theme of corruption. By doing this,
the negativity linked to sexuality and Gayropa is amplified. Next to fear for LGBTQ+ prides in
Odessa the new pro-Western governor Saakashvili is badly depicted as having corrupted his home
country Georgia: “IlomHoTe, omeccuTsl. B Ball KOIOpUTHBIN TOpoa (PUTYpAaHT YroJOBHBIX AET B
I'py3un He coOupascs MpUBE3TH AaPbl, KOTOPHIMHU CIABUTCS €r0 POJHMHA, OT IPaXXIaHCTBA KOTOPOI
OH TaK Jierko otkaszajics”!'! (Makarychev, 2015). The concern is made that this governor will corrupt
Odessa in favour of Western Europe. Western Europe supposedly corrupts countries by imposing
its values on it. This narrative is also used on the Oscars, which are depicted as corrupted by the
Western European gay lobby (Kichin, 2017).

® This article explicitly focuses on Russia’s relations with the EU. For this reason I here use the term EU instead of
Western Europe.

10 Translation: In Ukraine and sunny Odessa they are “reclaiming more and more space” from people with a traditional
orientation.

! Translation: Come on, Odessans. The figurehead of criminal cases in Georgia did not intend to bring to your colourful
city the gifts for which his homeland, whose citizenship he so easily renounced, is famous
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However, one article containing different themes such as sexuality, corruption, morality, and
even migration try to warn its readers about the usage of these linkages. It shows the extremes of
media, such as the image of Western Europe as a Gayropa, filled with aggressive homosexuals,
drug-addicts, unwelcome migrants, but also with declining child births and destruction of Christian
morality (Radzikhovskiy, 2015). It refutes how Western Europe is linked to these themes and with
this condemns the other articles of RG. The Russian state isn’t addressed in the article, and both
Russian and English media are criticised for their sensationalism. So, it is not so much criticism of
the state itself, but it is still surprising that this article is in the state newspaper.

2.3.Path to cooperation?

As becomes clear from the above paragraphs, half of the articles mention or reflect the conflict in
Ukraine. In the first article in 2014 on dictionaries the geopolitical relations between Russian and
Western Europe come up through new lexemes, even though the subject has nothing to do with
geopolitics. The lexemes Gayropa, which links Europe to homosexuality, and Fashington, which
links America to fascism, come to life and become popular in Russian media when discussing the
ongoing situation in Ukraine between Russia and Western Europe (Novoselova, 2014). Both these
neologisms have a negative undertone and discredit the West. The following article written in 2015
further elaborates on this narrative of discrediting Western Europe in the conflict of Ukraine. The
new pro-Western governor of Odessa Saakashvili will cause the demise of Odessa, according to the
article. He is depicted as untrustworthy, and a pawn used in Western imperialist strategy that will
corrupt Ukraine by implementing Western European values such as homosexuality (Makarychev,
2015). The article is used to defend Russia’s interference in Ukraine and especially in Odessa.
Through Russian media and the state’s war propaganda, the idea is installed that Odessa needs to
be saved from Gayropa and Western imperialism. This can allegedly only be done by Russia as the
protector of traditional values.

Both these articles implement the heteronormative discourse which focuses on manliness and
tradition. It reflects the sexual politics by Russia, which sees homosexuality as a construction and
heterosexuality as ‘natural’. LGBTQ+ prides, queer festivals, and the principles of the new governor
of Odessa are described as an intrusion on the life of Odessans. According to the articles, these
constructions are used by Western Europe to further its imperialist agenda. Western Europe is the
aggressor (Gayropa) and Russia is just the defender and protector of traditional values. There is a
clear boundary between Western Europe and Russia. This boundary constructs the world into ‘us’
versus ‘them’, which are made out to be two completely incompatible entities. Gayropa is used in
Russia’s politics of belonging to legitimise its involvement in the war in Ukraine as Odessans need
to be protected from Western decay.

The interview of Dmitriy Medvedev is all about the geopolitics between the EU and Russia. They
discuss the history and contemporary relations between Russia and the EU. They cover the situation
in Ukraine and the subsequent sanctions of the EU, the USA’s nuclear weapons in Europe, the
growing cooperation between the EU and Russia, the differences in sexual values, and at last the
future relations between EU and Russia (RG, 2019). Throughout the article positive insinuations are
made towards the future relation between EU and Russia. The EU isn’t the scapegoat of everything
wrong inside and outside of Russia. The scapegoat here is the USA. Here the ‘us’ versus ‘them’
strategy changes compared to the other articles. The ‘them’ is no longer Western Europe, but the
USA. Western Europe is depicted as a possible future partner, which means they lean more towards
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the ‘us’ category. However, Western Europe is still not depicted as part of the ‘us’ category, which
becomes clear when the subject of sexuality is discussed. Medvedev states that Europe has one
history and Russia another, which they both must respect and not impose values on one another
(RG, 2019). He insinuates that the EU tries to impose its values towards LGBTQ+ on Russia and
the rest of the world. This shows how the EU is still painted as being aggressive on certain subjects,
yet not so aggressive as the USA. In 2019, RG hints towards the probability for a better relationship
with the EU.
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3. State-affiliated: Izvestia and Komsomolskaya Pravda

There are two newspapers who are affiliated with the Russian state or Putin himself: Izvestia and
Komsomolskaya Pravda.

3.1.Izvestia

IZ only has two articles containing the concept of Gayropa, one from 2015 and one from 2016. The
articles are opinion pieces from different journalists in which they are openly critical of Western
Europe. Because of the limited number of articles, it is possible to delve deep into the details of each
article. However, long-term changes in the narrative on Gayropa will not be visible.

3.1.1. A closed window to Europe (2015)

The first article written in 2015 by Egor Kholmogorov is an opinion piece on the tensions between
Western Europe and Russia due to the armed conflict in Ukraine.

3.1.1.1.  Hypocritical Europe

XKnate moHMMaHMs, €CTECTBEHHOH CIPaBEAJIMBOCTH, IOBEPHS B OTHOIICHUSIX M MOAPa3yMEBaEeMOIo
paBeHCTBa OT COBPEMEHHOro 3amaja HaM He mnpuxofutcs. JioOble «Xopomine MaHepbD) TYT
JIOCTHTAIOTCS JIUIIL HA OCHOBE CHIIOBOTo Gananca.'? (Kholmogorov, 2015)

The article discusses the hypocrisy of Western Europe’s reaction to the implementation of a blacklist
by Russia. This list is a response to the blacklist made for Russia by the USA and Western Europe
a year earlier. According to Kholmogorov it is only logical that Russia also draws up such a list as
a retaliation. Western European politicians and media condemning this Russian list are being
hypocritical, in his opinion. He connects this hypocrisy of Western Europe to more general
statements in relation to the West, such as the idea that the West has the right to judge Russian
politicians and public figures, simply because the West assumes of itself that it is always right. This
leads, according to him, to Western media outlets depicting the West as the ‘Good’; and everything
different from the West as the ‘Bad’ (Kholmogorov, 2015). The presentation of the world is thus
through the division into two side: the West and the Rest.

Western Europe’s identity is described through negative language containing words such as:
HAWBHBIM CaMOBITIOOJICHHBIN 3aMmafHU4eCcTBO (naive, narcissistic Westernism), ['efiponia (Gayropa),
0e33acTeHYMBOCTh 3amajnHoro muHu3Ma (shamelessness of Western cynicism), and uctepuka
3amagubeix monuTukoB (hysteria of Western politicians) (Kholmogorov, 2015). Western Europe is
painted as hypocritical, self-righteous, and unfair, especially towards Russia. The relation
established between both through the article shows a power imbalance. The powerplay of Western
Europe against Russia is being condemned throughout the article. The idea is shaped that Western

12 Translation: We should not expect understanding, natural justice, trust in relations, and implied equality from the
modern West. Any «good manners» here are achieved only on the basis of a balance of power.
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Europe can afford more than Russia even when Western Europe is the igniter and Russia is just
reacting to its actions. Russia is painted as a victim of Western Europeans media propaganda and
hysteria.

3.1.1.2.  Shaping the narrative

The concept of Gayropa is linked to various other events and themes in Western Europe in the article
‘closed window to Europe’ (2015). The events discussed in the article are the lists of banned
foreigners by Russia and the West against each other; and different ‘scandals’ in Western Europe
such as the hijacking of FIFA, the scam in Odessa with the former Georgian national exiled from
his homeland for systematic use of torture now being governor, and the Western hysteria regarding
the spy scandal in Great Britain with following expulsions of diplomats from both sides
(Kholmogorov, 2015). The events to which Gayropa is linked all have a rather negative connotation
to them. Most of them are called scandals throughout the article, shaping an unfavourable narrative
of Gayropa. In the article these events are narrated as if all of them were provoked by Western
Europe instead of admitting that these events are often a confluence of reactions from both sides to
the conflict in Ukraine.

The recurring theme in this article is hypocrisy and hysteria from Western Europe. This is visible
in the vocabulary used in the article: ‘mctepuka 3amagnbix nmonutukoB’ (hysteria of Western
politicians), ‘B JOBYIIKY 0OBIYHOM 3amaaHoil Henopsimounoctu’ (in the trap of the usual Western
dishonesty), and ‘Ge33zacteHumBocTh 3amagHoro nuHu3Ma’ (the shamelessness of Western
cynicism). It shapes the narrative of Russia as a victim of Gayropa and Western hysteria. According
to the article, this hysteria is a move in the anti-Russian strategy of Western Europe to depict Russia
as the enemy in the armed conflict of Ukraine (Kholmogorov, 2015). Ironically, this is exactly what
the article also does towards Western Europe. The article leaves out certain facts when shaping this
narrative. For example, it is stated that Russian don’t even want to go to Western Europe, which is
of course a generalisation as there will be some people who will want to travel to Western Europe.
The article also concludes that Russians tolerated the bans without any complaints (Kholmogorov,
2015). This is yet again a generalisation to substantiate the narrative of untouchable Russia against
the hysteric Western Europe.

3.1.1.3.  The travel banned lists

In the article it becomes clear that the tensions between Russia and the Western Europe are rising.
It is a clear critique on the contemporary Ukrainian situation at the time. The actions and reactions
of Western Europe towards Russia are condemned and deconstructed. The article focuses very hard
on the ‘us’ versus ‘them’ dichotomy between Russia and Western Europe. The focus lays on this
idea that Western Europe constructs everything non-Western as Bad and only the West as Good.
Kholmogorov explains the ‘us’ versus ‘them’ through the eyes of the West:

20



Pazymeercst, 1 myOnukamnus 3akpbIToro cmmcka B eBporeiickux CMU, u mocnenyromasi UCTepHUKa
3aIaIHBIX MTOJUTUKOB — He 0oJiee YeM 0uepeHOM X0 B aHTUPOCCUICKON KaMIIaHHH M COOPYKEHUH
u3 Poccun u pycckux nonaodopmarHoro Bpara 6e3 yectu u coectu.'® (Kholmogorov, 2015)

Whilst condemning Western Europe for creating this enemy, the article is doing the same the other
way around. The boundaries are made to divide the world. The identities are also clearly constructed
in the article wherein Western Europe gets an anti-Russian identity and Russia the identity protector
of its people against the West.

3.1.2. Dreadnought Russia (2016)

The second article from 2016 written by Maxim Kononenko is an opinion piece on the different
values towards sexuality between Western Europe and Russia.

3.1.2.1.  Europe’s changing morals

The article discusses the case of two Russian women who went to the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) when they couldn’t get married in Russia. Kononenko is very critical towards the
court’s handling of this case. He is opposed to the idea the Russian state should endorse
homosexuality and same-sex marriages. He believes that ECHR has no right to interfere as Western
Europe and Russia have different values and ideas towards sexuality. He makes his argument by
drawing parallels with Western Europe from two centuries ago. What once was permissible became
criminal and what was criminal became permissible, which shows according to him how rapid
public morality can change (Kononenko, 2016). The world is thus represented as one of holding all
kinds of different values and morals that change over time. There isn’t really a clear-cut division,
more a realisation that values are incompatible and shouldn’t be imposed on one another.

The language he adopts to negatively describe Western Europe is visible through the following
words: ‘rpomo3nkas u MmemienHas mammHa ECITY (the cumbersome and slow machine of the
ECHR), and ‘reiiponia’ (Gayropa). He uses the phrasing ‘the cumbersome and slow machine of the
ECHR’ to address how it took the court approximately 6 years to give an answer to the report of the
two women. In this way he gives a critical view on the bureaucracy of the ECHR, which is linked
to Western Europe. Gayropa is used in the same sentence and listing as ‘sodomy’ and ‘Orthodox
Iran’ are used (Kononenko, 2016). Why these are all in the same list isn’t explained in the article,
leaving it open for suggestions. In general, throughout the article Western Europe’s identity is
described as rotten, in decay, and stagnated. As for the relation between Russia and Western Europe,
the article makes it very clear that both should leave one another alone. Russians should not look up
to Western Europe and its ideas; and Europeans shouldn’t expect Russians to hold the same Western
ideas and values.

13 Translation: Of course, the publication of the blacklist in the European media and the subsequent hysteria of Western
politicians is nothing more than another move in the anti-Russian campaign and the construction of a full-fledged enemy
without honour and conscience of Russia and the Russians.
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3.1.2.2.  Shaping the narrative

In the article Gayropa is linked to the event of two women trying to get married in Russia. The two
women made an appeal against the refusal of same-sex marriage in Russia by invoking the
discrimination law through the ECHR. Kononenko critiques this event by making drastic links to
different themes such as discrimination, sodomy, morality, and even paedophilia. First, he links it
to paedophilia. According to Kononenko the ground of sexual orientation is not on the list of reasons
to invoke the law. It does mention ‘any other reasons’. Because of this he associates the invocation
of the discrimination law with how Western Europe would handle accusations of discrimination
towards sexual attraction to minors. By making this association the author puts homosexuality and
paedophilia in the same box. Even though he states that he doesn’t want to compare ‘respectable’
homosexuals to paedophiles, the comparison is made anyways through these insinuations
(Kononenko, 2016). This association of non-heterosexuality with paedophilia is a well-known
technique used by media and the Russian state, according to Persson (2014). It makes advocating
for LGBTQ+ rights, and even criticism towards homophobia in the public sphere precarious. People
could perceive this as justifying paedophilia (Persson, 2014). That is why making the association,
even though Kononenko doesn’t ‘want’ to compare one with another, can already be damaging
enough to suppress readers’ positive opinions on LGBTQ+.

Further he links the event to themes such as sodomy and changing morality. In England, during
the time of Lewis Carroll, it was permissible to draw naked young girls, yet criminal to be
homosexual. Kononenko uses this example to show laws change. Nowadays what used to be
permissible is criminal and the other way around. This is used as argument to support Russia’s
resistance towards changing the Russian laws according to Western laws, because what is to say
they will not change again? (Kononenko, 2016). The article focuses on the changing ideas in
Western history but doesn’t mention anything about the changing ideas and laws in Russian history.
Russian laws and morals have changed throughout the years as well, so this could be used to counter
Kononenko’s idea of blocking change. These details are of course left out of the narrative, as it
doesn’t add value to the idea of Western Europe in decay with its ideas, morals, and values.

3.1.2.3.  Incompatibility of values

This article was written in 2016, which is around the same time that the EU extended its sanctions
towards Russia due to the continuing undermining of Ukraine's independence by Russia (European
Council, n.d.). However, the article doesn’t discuss the continuation of geopolitical tensions
between Russia and the EU. What the article does do, is reinforce the image of European values as
being incompatible with Russian ones. The case of two women wanting to get married in Russia but
couldn’t legally, emphasises this. They turned to the ECHR with their case, who in return questioned
the Russian government and its ruling. Kononenko uses this case in his article to enforce the idea of
Western Europe trying to impose its values on Russia. He explains how Russia shouldn’t give in
because Russia’s values are different from and even incompatible with those of Western Europe.
He defends this idea by making the following comparison:

I[a, KOHCYHO, OBC I/IpI/IHBI HC MBICIIAT B TCPpMHHAX CTOHCTHﬁ, UM HaJ0 pCHINTh CBOU HpO6J’ICMLI
(COBMCCTHO HaXUTOC UMYIICCTBO, ACTHU, 3aAKOHHOC MPCACTABUTCIILCTBO APYT L[pyra) apaMo ceituac. U
MMO3TOMY OHHU IIOCXAJIN B KaHa;[y 1 3aKITIOYUIN 6pa1< TaM. Hy TaK BOT BaM U MCTOU. Ecmm B Poccun
HET TPOIMHUYICCKOI'0 MOpP4 C MaJibMaMi, YBCIITAHHBIMU OaHaHAMU U O6€3B$IH8.MI/I, MBI K€ HE TIOJaCM UCKHU
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8 ECITY o napymenuyn Hamux mpas. HeT, MbI TIOKyHaeM GUJIET U JIETUM TyJa, T€ cTh 3To Mope. '
(Kononenko, 2016)

The workings of sexual politics are noticeable in this quote. Western Europe is supposedly imposing
its values on Russia by defending the right to get married of these women. The article makes it out
to be part of Western Europe’s sexual neo-imperialism. Russia must defend itself against Western
Europe’s attacks, such as the case of the ECHR. Again, the idea of Russia as last bastion of normalcy
is projected in this article.

3.2. Komsomolskaya Pravda

KP is a newspaper that focuses on sensational articles rather than serious matters. Most of the articles
are about everyday things, arguments between people and people’s comments on different
situations. It has 10 articles in which the term Gayropa is mentioned. These articles are spread
throughout the period of 2015 until 2021. The first article appeared in 2015 together with three
more. From then on only one article containing Gayropa came out in 2016, and one in 2018. Then
in 2019 three articles are published on Gayropa. And at last, in 2021 one more article appears on the
concept. The amount and the timespan of the articles makes it possible to create a broad idea of the
image of Western Europe shaped in KP. It also creates the possibility to look deeper into the
different themes, events and words that are linked to the concept. As the articles are broadly spread
over time, the influence of geopolitics on the narrative of Gayropa can be analysed as well.

3.2.1. Degenerated Europe

Benas xpuctuanckas IMBUIM3ALUS KAUTYJIUPYET MEpe HAIECTBUEM BapBapCKUX OpJ MUTPAHTOB U
pasrylioM 3THUYECKOW MPECTYNMHOCTH, 3aCHIbeM TI'OMOCEKCYaJlbHOH M (EeMUHHCTCKOW Madumu,
KOILlYHCTBOM BOMHCTBYIOIINX 0€300KHUKOB 1 «OelIeHbIX BarnHy. EBpona Ha riia3ax BBIpOKAaeTcs B
Teitpomny, mosTopsis cyas0y Comoma'®. (Razumkov, 2014)

This quote is the description of a book called 3axam ['eiiponst u Poccuu (The sunset of Gayropa
and Russia, 2014), which can be bought on the site of KP. The picture painted in this book is
extremely dystopian. Western Europe is going to hell and is dragging Russia with it. Western Europe
is depicted as being the end of European civilization as the Europeans and Russians know it
(Razumkov, 2014). This exaggerated image of the world is visible throughout the articles of KP.
The world is divided into two sides again: the West and Russia. However, in these articles this
division is magnified. The image of Western Europe in these articles is formed by a variety of

!4 Translation: Yes, of course, the two Irinas do not think in terms of centuries, they need to solve their problems (jointly
acquired property, children, legal representation of each other) right now. And so they went to Canada and got married
there. So there you have it, the method. If Russia doesn't have a tropical sea with palm trees hung with bananas and
monkeys, it's not like we're suing the ECHR for violation of our rights. No, we buy a ticket and fly to where there is this
sea.

15 Translation: White Christian civilisation is capitulating to the invasion of barbaric hordes of migrants and rampant
ethnic crime, the dominance of the homosexual and feminist mafia, the blasphemy of militant atheists and «crazy
vaginasy. Before our eyes, Europe is degenerating into Gayropa and repeating the fate of Sodom.
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subjects. In some of them, Western Europe is portrayed in a reasonably good light, while in others
— such as the quote above — it is razed to the ground. The articles in which Western Europe is razed
to the ground portray it as an imperium in decay, foolish, following unnecessary hypes, and an
enemy of the Russian state.

Western Europe is depicted as an empire with its values in decay. For example, one of the authors
condemns Western Europe for mocking the Holocaust through an exhibition. This is supported by
comments such as: ““O uém BooOmie roBoputTh? MopanbsHas neaepactus maraer no [ 'eiipore.
Hckaxeno Bcé. CKOpO CKaXyT, YTO STOHIBI CaMH Ha ce0s1 CKUHYJIH sIIepHYI0 60MOY”, BO3MYIIEH
Hai yurarens... % (Baltnews / KP, 2015). Extreme comparisons are made to amplify the identity
of Western Europe as misleading and as incompatible with Russian values. This is also done in
another article, where the link is made between fully booked hairdressers during the World Cup and
Western Europeans. As soccer fans are mostly men, the only explanation for these fully booked
hairdressers is ‘an invasion of metrosexuals’ from Western Europe (Adamovich, 2018). Here it is
insinuated that Western Europeans hold more feminine values than Russians.

Another unfavourable presentation of Western Europe is sexual deviancy. Homosexuality is
negatively described in different articles as a hype. For example, the same-sex wedding of the prime
minister of Luxemburg was turned into a sensational article. The article expressed how this wedding
was just part of the contemporary Western hype of homosexuality (KP.ru, 2015). Again, the idea is
shaped that Western European values are incompatible with the Russian traditional values. The
European values are mocked in these articles. Another article questions the sincerity of
homosexuality. It insinuates that homosexuality rises due to homosexual propaganda such as the
‘satanic’ film called Brokeback Mountain: ‘...BbIrHaI U3 10Ma 5KE€HY M ITyCTHJICSI BO BCE TSKKHE C
MecTHbIME KoBOOsiMHE. .17 (Korobatov, 2019). These further fuels the idea that homosexuality is a
Western construct and hype.

One article portrays the West (and with it Western Europe) as the enemy of the Russian state due
to the armed conflict in Ukraine. The article is a narration of a discussion between Russian
journalists and a Russian film director. A journalist blames the director for being too friendly
towards the West. The film director should give back his Oscar to ‘the nasty Americans’ and even
his prizes from Gayropa in response to their sanctions (Khozhatelev, 2016). The use of the words
nasty and Gayropa in this context show the very negative image that the journalists have on Western
Europe and the USA.

There are some articles that put Western Europe in a positive light, yet these are in a minority
compared to the others. The picture painted of Western Europe in these articles is one of a
compassionate entity with a good welfare system. The compassion of Western Europe is explained
through the empathic reaction of the mayor of Riga on the crash of the Russian aeroplane (Diveeva,
2015). The good welfare system of Western Europe is complimented in an article. It claims Russia
should stop laughing at the way Western Europe copes with mental health issues and should instead
start to learn from Western Europe (Mardan, 2019). It is the only article in which Western Europe
is presented more positive than Russia.

From this it can be concluded that most authors of KP paint a rather negative picture of Western
Europe as foolish, ignorant and in decline. Only a minority of the articles describe Western Europe
as compassionate and developed. What all articles do have in common is that they are written in
such a way to elicit a reaction from the reader. Their purpose is to sensationalise news.

16 Translation: “What is there to talk about at all? Moral pederasty is marching through Gayropa. Everything is distorted.
Soon they'll say that the Japanese dropped a nuclear bomb on themselves,” outraged our reader...
17 Translation: ... kicked his wife out of the house, and went on the rampage with the local cowboys. ..
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3.2.2. Shaping the narrative

The ten articles all discuss very diverse events and themes ranging from serious to trivial news.
There are no real recurring events or themes between the articles. Only one theme could be seen as
recurring yet isn’t explicitly mentioned in all articles — Western European values.

3.2.2.1. Events

The following events are discussed in the articles mentioning Gayropa: A Holocaust exhibition in
Estonia, the same-sex wedding of the prime minister of Luxemburg, the crash of the Russian
aeroplane in 2015 and the terrorist attacks in Paris the same year, the Oscars of 2016, the World
Cup in 2018, a Russian top model’s Instagram post, the Western healthcare system, and Eurovision.

Multiple of these events are used to shape the negative image of Western Europe. The Holocaust
exhibition in Estonia is described as an atrocious disrespectful event towards the Jewish community
(Baltnews / KP, 2015). The same-sex wedding of the prime-minister of Luxemburg is portrayed as
fabricated to go along with the so-called hype of homosexuality. The author mocks the whole event
and every important Western European person or country involved (KP.ru, 2015). The Oscars are
mentioned in an article as a corrupted Western event, in which Russian artists better not get involved
(Khozhatelev, 2016). The World Cup is used to show the cleverness of Russians and the foolishness
of Western Europeans when Russians succeed in swindling Europeans. It is also used to show the
feminine values of Western Europeans in comparison with Russians (Adamovich, 2018). Even
something as trivial as an Instagram post of a Russian supermodel is mentioned to install fear
towards Western Europe. Western Europe is to blame for her ‘liberal’ values regarding raising her
child (Danchenko, 2019).

The other events help shape a more constructive image of Gayropa. The crash of the Russian
aeroplane and the terrorist attack in Paris in 2015 describe the compassion of Western Europeans
and Russians towards one another. It calls for mutual solidarity and the need for supporting one
another (Diveeva, 2015). The Western European healthcare system is described to create more
awareness in Russia towards mental health and suicide. The system in Western Europe — especially
Norway — is used as the perfect example of a developed healthcare system (Mardan, 2019). An
article from 2021 on Eurovision condemns the haters of the Russian singer Manizha and of the event
itself (Borovskiy, 2021).

3.2.2.2. Themes

The following themes appear in the articles on Gayropa: morality, pederasty, homosexuality,
language, neo-imperialism, mental health, corruption, and fake news.

The themes of morality and pederasty are included in the article on the exhibition of the
Holocaust. The author describes how Western Europe is losing its morality and is being filled with
pederasty. Here the association of non-heterosexuality (Gayropa) and paedophilia (pederasty) is
made (Baltnews / KP, 2015). Gayropa in its name is intrinsically linked to homosexuality. So, by
stating that Western Europe is filled with pederasty, the association between homosexuality and
pederasty can be easily made by the reader. Here the technique by the Russian state and media to
suppress criticism towards homophobia becomes visible (Persson, 2014). By linking homosexuality
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to pederasty people will be less inclined to defend homosexuality or criticise state homophobia as
this could possibly link them to defending pederasty.

The themes of homosexuality and neo-imperialism are reflected in the article on Great Britain’s
research on same-sex relations. At first glance it seems that the author Korobatov uses this research
to debunk the Russian state theory on Gayropa, which assumes that Western Europe is being taken
over by the LGBTQ+ community. Yet in a sentence later he states that Great Britain isn’t quite part
of Western Europe. With this Korobatov insinuates that the research cannot be tied to the rest of
Western Europe. He isn’t quite debunking the theory after all. In his article Korobatov also makes
the following statement:

Tem He MeHee, JIFO/IeH W3AaBHA MYYWII BOIPOC: TOMOCEKCYalbHOCTh - 3TO TEHETHYSCKUN COOM Min
pe3yNbTaT KaKWX-TO KU3HCHHBIX KoJum3uit? Hampumep, KyJIbTypHOTO BIHSHHUS, KEHCKOTO
BOCIIUTAHUS WIH, HE J]ail OOT, MporaraH bl 1"0Mocel<cyam/13Ma?18 (Korobatov, 2019)

Here he insinuates that homosexuality stems from propaganda. This idea corresponds to the Russian
state discourse on Gayropa, which alludes to the idea that homosexuality or even LGBTQ+ in
general is part of Western neo-imperial propaganda. Further he also refers to percentages of same-
sex relations in different ways: “Ecnu Opatrs buo6ank BenukoOpuranuu, To B 3T0i 6a3e JaHHBIX
MIPUBEPIKEHIIEB Yepecuyp KPEnKoi MyKCKOH JIpyKObl HACUUTHIBAIOCH 4,1 TPOLIEHTa, a CTOPOHHUI]
necouiickoii mo6su 2,8 nporenros”!® (Korobatov, 2019). He refers to lesbian relationships with
the term ‘love’, but when talking about homosexual relationships he calls it ‘strong male
friendships’. This gives an idea of the degree of acceptance towards female and male homosexual
relationships?’. A relationship between two women is more likely to be accepted than one between
two men?!. Overall, homosexuality and Gayropa have a negative connotation in this article.

The theme of homosexuality also appears in another article along with two other themes, namely
corruption and language. The article on the same-sex wedding of the prime-minister of Luxemburg
links homosexuality with corruption and uses language to show how same-sex marriage can’t even
be properly described in Russian. Corruption is insinuated in the following quote: “KcraTtu, umeHHO
NIPAaBUTENIBLCTBO beTTenst B MpoOIUIOM Troxy Y3aKOHWJIO B CTpaHE OJHOMNOJIbIE Opaku. YK He
BOCIIOJIb30BAJICS JIM OH Y4acOM CIyKeOHBIM TonoxkenueM, a?”?2 (KP.ru, 2015). The prime minister
would have used the power of his party to pass a law on same-sex marriage. The way it is written
does not confirm corruption but insinuates it. The article uses the following sentences to show the
incompatibility of same-sex marriages and the Russian language: “... ¢ >xeauts60i? W, npocture,
c 3amyxectBom?” (KP.ru, 2015). This quote isn’t translatable as there is only one word for getting
married in English. In the Russian language this is different, ‘c sxenutn00ii’ is the Russian wording
for when a man marries a woman and ‘ ¢ 3amy>kectBoM’ is used for when a woman marries a man.

18 Translation: Nevertheless, people have long been plagued by the question: is homosexuality a genetic malfunction or
the result of some kind of life collision? For example, cultural influences, female upbringing, or, God forbid,
homosexual propaganda?

19 Translation: If we look at the UK Biobank, that database showed 4.1 percent of strong male friendships and 2.8
percent of lesbian love affairs.

20 The article only discusses these two types of non-heterosexual relationships. Because of that only these two types are
discussed in this paragraph.

2! The degree of acceptance could stem from the fact that women are already seen as feminine in a heteronormative
culture. Men who could possible act more feminine are not accepted in a culture focused on manliness.

22 Translation: Incidentally, it was the Bettel government that legalized same-sex marriage in the country last year. Did
he take advantage of his position by any chance?
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In the Russian language there is no wording for when people of the same sex get married. Another
one is “...Bce, Kak 0OBIYHO, 1a BOT TOJBKO «HeBecTay B mraHax >® (KP.ru, 2015). Here the idea of
a wedding without a bride is mocked (KP.ru, 2015). Language is used as a tool to demonstrate how
same-sex relations do not fit into the Russian society and culture.

Two more articles — one on fake news and one on mental health — use Gayropa in a favourable
way for Western European society. The one on fake news describes readers how to bypass fake
news and uses the discourse on Gayropa as an example (Lapteva, 2015). This is surprising as it is
the only article in Komsomolskaya Pravda that explicitly refutes the narrative on Gayropa. The one
on mental health is more critical towards Russia than Western Europe. It condemns the mockery of
Western Europe’s handling of mental health by Russians and its media. Mental health is important
(Mardan, 2019).

3.2.3. Geopolitical news

As most articles discuss trivial news, it can only be assumed what the possible influence is of the
geopolitical situation between Russia and Western Europe. For example, the article in 2015 on the
Holocaust exhibition of a Polish artist in Estonia describes the European values as immoral
(Baltnews / KP, 2015). This could be due to the changing political and economic relations between
Russia and both countries at that time. Poland and Estonia agreed to strengthen their military
cooperation with the USA and started to diversify their gas sources away from Russia (Easton,
2014). So, these political changes between the countries could lead to the image of the detrimental
values in Poland and Estonia.

In the article from 2015 on the same-sex wedding of the prime minister of Luxemburg
geopolitical relations aren’t discussed. However, the article does make clear that Western European
values and Russian values are incompatible (KP.ru, 2015). The narrative used in this article fits the
sexual politics applied by the Russian state. Western Europe’s sexual values are just a construction
following the newest hype. This is irreconcilable with the Russian sexual values, which are
traditional and ‘normal’.

Another article from 2015 is in sharp contrast with the rest, as it recommends rethinking carefully
the narratives that are being disseminated in the media. Gayropa and the armed conflict in Ukraine
are used as examples for bypassing fake news (Lapteva, 2015). This article goes against the narrative
of the Russian state on the conflict. It also comes out a month after the EU announced that it would
fund a project to counter Russian propaganda (EP Research Service, 2015). It is uncertain if there
is a link between the article and the action by the EU, but not all authors writing about Gayropa with
KP agree with the state narrative.

The last article from 2015 discusses the need for solidarity between Western Europe and Russia
instead of the tensions between both (Diveeva, 2015). This call for solidarity brings on a change in
the ‘us’ versus ‘them’ boundaries in the politics of belonging narrative. Western Europe is no longer
the enemy of Russia in this article, but a partner in grief (Russian aeroplane crash and terrorist
attacks in France). Both parts should console one another in its grief. This shows how boundaries
of belonging change when political situations change.

The article from 2016 on the fiery discussion between a journalist and a director includes
geopolitical tensions between Western Europe and Russia:

2 Translation: ...everything is as usual, except the «bride» is in pants.
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Bepaute Bamero Ockapa Mep3KUM aMepuKaHIIaM, KOTopble «0omOsT Mpak u JluBuio» u «rep3arot
pykoBoauTenei apyrux crpad! Bel ke ux He yBakaeTe? A 3a0[HO U «TeMpore» BEpHUTE MPU3bI U3
Ucnanun, @panuuu, Utanuu B OTBET HA UX cankupn.”* (Khozhatelev, 2016)

The quote shows how the USA and Western Europe are painted as the aggressors in geopolitical
conflicts with Russia and other countries. The sanctions against Russia due to the conflict in Ukraine
are seen as highly unfair in most articles. Russia is depicted as the victim of Western aggression.
Yet most of the time the USA isn’t the only aggressor, Russia acts like one as well, but this isn’t
mentioned. Here the ‘us’ versus ‘them’ dichotomy becomes apparent. Russia is the big victim (us)
against the great enemy and aggressor: the West (them). This distinction is of importance in Russia’s
politics of belonging. In the above mentioned quote the director is asked to give back its Western
prizes as he should not respect the West but should respect Russia (Khozhatelev, 2016). He needs
to show that he belongs with Russia by giving his prizes back.

In 2018 and 2021 there are moments of peace due to the World Cup and Eurovision (Adamovich,
2018; Borovskiy, 2021). Or at least these are moments in which the attention of the world is diverted
from geopolitical tensions. The articles on these subjects are also more tolerant towards Western
Europe. During these events it is acceptable to be linked to Western Europe. Most articles of KP
discuss trivial news instead of serious geopolitics. Yet it is possible to link the trivial subjects to
strategies of sexual politics and politics of belonging, whether consciously or not.

24 Translation: Give your Oscar back to the nasty Americans who «bomb Iraq and Libya» and «torment» the leaders of
other countries! You don't respect them, do you? Also, give back the prizes from Spain, France, and Italy to «Gayropa»
in response to their sanctions.
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4. Non-state-affiliated: Novaya Gazeta

NG has a multitude of articles, 45 to be specific, in which the concept of Gayropa appears. A lot of
different authors have used the concept in their columns or articles with all their own various
opinions on Western Europe during the period of 2014 until 2021.

4.1.Gayropa and the Pindo’s

NG has throughout the years published a lot of articles in which the concept of Gayropa is
mentioned?’. This makes it possible to broadly analyse the image of Western Europe shaped in these
articles. These will be examined per year to see if the image changes or not.

4.1.1. 2014

In the articles of 2014 several authors critically highlight the divide in the world: the West versus
Russia. The substance of this divide — clash of values, international enemies... — is dissected and
refuted by most authors. The newspaper is very critical towards both sides for trying to shape the
other one into the ultimate enemy.

Different identities are set up for Western Europe and Russia in these articles. Most articles?S try
to expose the Russian state and media as propaganda machines telling lies and fake news on Western
Europe. Western Europe is being described as liberal and free. These values aren’t necessarily
depicted as negative — as is the case in the Russian state rhetoric on Western Europe. Nevertheless,
some articles?’ can also show criticism towards Western Europe. The idea that Western European
models — such as the democracy model — should be applied on Russia is being questioned (Latynina,
2014, October 7). The image of Western Europe as neo-imperialistic is briefly addressed.

Western Europe as the ultimate enemy of the Russian state is questioned. The articles explain
how the Russian state always blames everything on Western Europe and the USA. A couple of
examples are: the decline of the Russian economy is the fault of Western Europe (Romanova, 2014);
Western Europe is to blame for the armed conflict in Ukraine (Bessarabova, 2014); Western Europe
is filled with Gayropa, Pindo’s, Ukrofascists... (Kantor, 2014). The articles try their best to refute
these images and argue how these images are lies by the Russian state. As the Russian state see
Western Europe as the enemy of Russia, NG sees the Russian state as the enemy of its own people
and country.

25 Because of the multitude of articles, I will briefly summarise the sources used in my analysis in each section in a
footnote.

26 Latynina, J. (2014, June 9); Romanova, O. (2014); Bessarabova, A. (2014); Kantor, M. (2014); Archangelsk, A.
(2014)

27 Latynina, J. (2014, August 6); Latynina, J. (2014, October 7); Kantor, M. (2014)
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4.1.2. 2015

[Ipu 3TOM MHE JTUYHO HAIUIEBAaTh, YTO OCCTAKTHOH M HETAIAHTIMBON KapUKaTypOl MO TMOBOIY
nepemupus B JlonHO6acce myOJIMYHO HEOBOIBHBI TAK)KE MHOTHE ITATHBIC TEPOJIBIBI M TOJKOBATEIIN
KpEMJIEBCKOW T'€OMOJIUTUYECKON aBaHTIOphL. MoJl, BBl ¢ HUMHU AyeTe B oJHY aydy. Het, He B oaHy.
OHU IpOJOMKAIOT Pa3KUTaTh MIJIUTAPUCTCKUE HACTPOCHUS U HEHABUCTH K YKPAaUHIIaM, a Mbl XOTHUM,
yToOBl B JloHOAcCce yCTaHOBHIIOCH MPOYHOE MEPEeMUpPHE, KOTOPOE MOTOM IMEpennio Obl B MUPHOE
yperyiupoBaaue. IM Hao «YIIYYUThY JTHOCPATBHYIO «TEHPOIY», a HAM — 3alllUTHTh SBPOIICHCKUE
LIEHHOCTU CBOOOBI U TOJIEPAHTHOCTH OT MOIUIOCTH M TOJUTHYCCKOM 6e3BKyCI/ILU>I.28 (Lipsky, 2015,
March 3)

In the above quote, Andrej Lipsky — a journalist from NG — makes clear that being critical towards
Western Europe doesn’t equate agreeing with the Russian state’s critique towards Western Europe.
Western Europe is presented in most articles as powerful, important, and a force to be reckoned
with. An article even describes it as important for Russia’s future (Kharitonov, 2015). Further,
Western Europe isn’t scared by the different power strategies and sanctions of the Russian state
(Latynina, 2015, May 14). This, however, doesn’t mean that there isn’t any criticism in 2015
towards Western Europe from NG. While articles from 2014 expose possible Western neo-
imperialist sentiments, articles from 2015 chide Western Europe for turning into an international
soft power. The soft approach of Western Europe is explained to be its downfall (Bykov, 2015,
November 15). Furthermore, in 2015 religious tendencies shape a new image of Western Europe in
certain articles, namely sexually deviant. When it comes to Western Europe’s sexual values several
articles® are rather negative. For example, the idea is shaped of a Holy Russia against a Corrupted
Western Europe (Latynina, 2015, April 2). Even though the authors of NG want to protect the image
of Western values against the Russian propaganda machine, it becomes clear that they do not agree
with all the values of Western Europe.

The analysis of the relationship between Russia and Western Europe remains for the most part
the same in the articles of 2015°° as of 2014. The world is still divided into Russia versus the West.
The articles highlight how both sides see each other as opposites and that this is working to no one’s
advantage. The newspaper stays very critical of these images as ultimate enemies. NG tries to refute
this Russian state narrative of Western Europe as the enemy by installing a project called
EuroRossiya (EuroRussia). The project wants to give readers a chance to get to know Western
Europe through a more neutral lens (Lipsky, 2015, October 28). The newspaper tries its best to give
readers other sources and information on Western Europe than the Russian state sources.

28 Translation: That said, I personally don't care that the tactless and untalented caricature about the ceasefire in Donbass
is also publicly displeased by many of the Kremlin's staff heralds and interpreters of geopolitical adventures. They say
you are blowing the same horn. No, they are not. They keep fomenting militaristic sentiments and hatred towards
Ukrainians, while we want a lasting ceasefire in Donbass, which would then turn into a peaceful settlement. They need
to «piss off» liberal «Gayropa», while we need to protect European values of freedom and tolerance from vulgarity and
political tastelessness.

2 Latynina, J. (2015, April 2); Latynina, J. (2015, April 16); Masyuk, E. (2015, May 14); Soldatov, A. (2015)

30 Petrovskaya, 1. (2015); Bykov, D. (2015, February 1); Lipsky, A. (2015, March 30); Masyuk, E. (2015, April 6);
Latynina, J. (2015, May 14); Kharinotov, V. (2015, July 24); Lipsky, A. (2015, October 28)

30



4.1.3. 2016

The division of the world in West versus Russia remains highlighted in the articles of 2016. In these
articles, the idea of difference in values is particularly important. The world is exposed as the stage
for the battle of values.

The image of Western Europe is shaped in various ways. In the articles that are positive on
Western Europe (Yamburg & Knorre-Dmitrieva, 2016; Latynina, 2016, September 2), it is described
as polite and humane. One article praises Western Europe for its remaining respect towards Russia
even though the Russian state tries to undermine Western Europe (Latynina, 2016, September 2).
NG also created another project in which they take Russian people who have never gone outside of
Russia to Western Europe to let them create their own opinion on Western Europe. The article
describes the experience of a Russian teacher, who paints a picture of Western Europe as very
humane and refutes the ideas of the Russian state that Western Europe is filled with Russophobes
(Yamburg & Knorre-Dmitrieva, 2016). Yet other articles are not that positive when describing
Western Europe’s sexual values. European values are described as being different from Russian
values, which doesn’t mean they aren’t acceptable. Yet they shouldn’t be enforced or implemented
in Russia as they do not fit with the Russian values (Zhilin, 2016). The battle of values is also
explained in international contests such as Eurovision. This is where the picture of Western Europe
as clueless is painted. Russia is fighting the battle of values through Eurovision, yet Western Europe
is clueless of this fight. Eurovision is for Western Europe just a ‘reif-rycoBka’ (gay party) (Latynina,
2016, May 17).

In the relationship between Western Europe and Russia it becomes clear in these articles that
Russia is an aggressor trying to defend its values and at the same time trying to erode its political
and economic relations with Western Europe. Western Europe supposedly remains polite yet is
sometimes depicted as aggressive as well.

4.1.4. 2017

In the articles of 2017 this division of the world into two incompatible parts — Russia versus the
West — changes. The articles try to remove this division and look for unity in both parts. The articles
see Western Europe as the future of the world. There is a change in the perception of Western Europe
in these articles. Most of them are extremely positive towards Western Europe. Western Europe is
being glorified. It is described as the source of modern civilization (Polikovsky, 2017). Western
Europe and its values are praised. A few articles denounce the idea created by the Russian state that
Western Europe is filled with Russophobes. Western Europeans are painted as respectful and
interested in Russian people and their cultures (Troitskiy, 2017; Lipsky, 2017). The Russian state is
portrayed in a worse light than Western Europe. On the other hand, a small number of articles by
the same author (Soldatov) are critical towards Western Europe, especially towards its values on
sexuality. According to him, Western Europe takes its gender and sexuality politics too far. The
acceptance of same-sex marriage and what is called ‘experiments on gender identity’ (Soldatov,
2017) are a bridge too far for him. He also portrays the Vatican as the last bastion of traditional
values in Western Europe and needs to be protected by all means (Soldatov & Rebrov, 2017).

In general, the articles again expose the way the Russian state blames all its problems on Western
Europe. By exposing this they try to reshape the image of Western Europe and Russia. In the
newspaper, it is stressed how it is almost impossible to go against the Russian state propaganda
machine, yet most journalists do try.
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4.1.5. 2018 until 2021°'

U nacenenue HUIIEH CTpaHbl HE MOTJIO 3HATH, YTO €CTh IPYTOi, OTKPBITHINA, CBOOOAHBIN MUP, KOTOPBIH
BIpPYT CEroiHs oOpyIIMIcs Ha Hac Beeil cBoeit mecTpoToit.*” (Anin, 2018)

In the article of 2018, the different worlds are melted together due to the World Cup in Moscow.
The Russian population is exposed to Western Europeans and their values. The article describes this
as being exposed to a freer and more open world. Western Europe is painted fairly positive. The
World Cup is described as bringing together these two opposites. The relationship between Russia
and Western Europe is peaceful and even a bit hopeful (Anin, 2018).

In 2019 the image of Western Europe is again both positive and negative. One article describes
Western Europe as a neo-imperialist entity, that was catastrophically for ex-Soviet countries as the
collapse of their economy led to poverty and a rise in crime (Azar, 2019). Another article is positive
of Western Europe and describes it as more evolved than Russia (Chernova, 2019). These two
images are rather opposite to one another. The first one tries to defend Russian values against
Western European values, yet the second one addresses how Russia could actually use some of these
values and learn from Western Europe.

In the article from 2020 the world is divided into social myths. Russia is in the hands of the
totalitarian myth and Western Europe is in the hands of the myth of consumption. According to the
article, the myth of consumption makes society more unfree than the totalitarian myth, because it
destroys the will to cope with new forms of unfreedom. Western Europe is painted as clueless,
because it is not aware of its own forms of unfreedom. (Golubitsky, 2020). Western Europe and
Russia are both painted negatively in this article.

The article from 2021 is exceptional in comparison to articles from previous years. This article
condemns the negativity towards Western Europe’s sexual values. It describes how Russian state
media depict Western Europe as an aggressor trying to impose its LGBTQ+ values on other
countries. The article refutes this idea and explains how this is just part of the Russian war
propaganda. The article tries to fight the negative views against LGBTQ+ values (Levinson, 2021).
This is one of the only positive depictions of Western sexual values. This could be because the
author is accepting of LGBTQ+ or because general perception is starting to change within NG.

There is a small pattern visible in the image of Western Europe. For the most part the image is
rather positive. Western Europe is described as the source of modern civilization. Its values — with
a few exceptions - are praised and defended by the newspaper against Russian state propaganda.
The sexual values and neo-imperialist tendencies of Western European aren’t defended. They are
used to criticise Western Europe. Even though the articles are more critical against Russia than
Western Europe, this doesn’t hold them back to also give out criticism towards Western Europe.

4.2.Shaping the narrative

In the newspaper NG the concept of Gayropa is linked to various events, themes, and concepts.

3 In the last couple of years less articles were written which mention the concept of Gayropa. Because of this the years
from 2018 until 2021 will be put under one alinea, yet they will be described per year.

32 Translation: And the population of a destitute country could not have known that there was another, open, free world,
which has suddenly descended upon us today in all its diversity.
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4.2.1. Recurring events

One of the recurring events in articles from 2014 until 2021 is the war in Ukraine??. The newspaper
denounces the situation in Ukraine and the actions by the Russian state and even Western Europe.
The newspaper takes an anti-war position. The articles respond to the very contemporary evolution
of the conflict at that time. They try to analyse the situation and even try to warn its readers of the
lies and consequences. Most of the articles are against the further isolation of Russia towards
Western Europe, and against the Russian state propaganda on Western Europe and Ukraine.
According to NG, the term Gayropa is used by the Russian state to justify its actions in Ukraine.
The Russian state discourse built this idea that Russians must save the Donbass from neo-imperialist
Western Europe with its rotten values. This discourse has been built up and integrated in the
language on the armed conflict throughout the years. NG tried to deconstruct this discourse of the
Russian state from the beginning of the conflict until they were forced to stop in 202234, For
example, in 2014 the newspaper pointed out how Russian propaganda uses a discourse that
interweaves the war in Ukraine with the Second World War (called the Great Patriotic War in
Russia). Ukrainian soldier defending their country are being compared to Nazis (Kantor, 2014). This
comparison helps shape the narrative of Ukraine as the state enemy. The article in NG tries to
deconstruct this idea, going against the state narrative.

Other recurring events are the different terrorist attacks in Europe®, such as the ones on Charlie
Hebdo and Bataclan in France, and the one in the airport in Brussels. These events are used in NG
as examples against the Russian state narrative. The newspaper exposes the use of the terrorist
attacks by the Russian state in its narrative on Western Europe as a state enemy. The articles
condemn the Russian state, except for one. This article blames the attacks on the fact that Paris is
becoming too liberal and multicultural. France is too soft and should have never let migrants in
(Bykov, 2015, November 15). This is a very different narrative than the other articles on the events.
This shows the different opinions of journalists present at the newspaper, and how different opinions
are tolerated.

One other event is mentioned in a couple of articles — Eurovision®¢. This event is used to explain
how the Russian state utilises Eurovision in its discourse against Western Europe. According to one
of the articles, Eurovision is just another playground for the Russian propaganda war. The state uses
Eurovision to underline its narrative on Gayropa (Latynina, 2016, May 17). The other article
explains the Russian state’s hypocrisy through Eurovision. The Russian state wants to be part of
Western Europe when there is a chance the Russian singers will win Eurovision, yet all other times
it propagates against Western Europe. Russian state propaganda goes as far as to state Western
Europe in 2020 invented the coronavirus to cancel Eurovision because the chances of Russia
winning were big that year (Shenkman, 2020). The discourse of the Russian state against a corrupted
Western Europe is heavily present in the events of Eurovision. NG exposes this discourse.

33 Latynina,J. (2014, August 6); Garmazhapova, A. (2014); Bessarabova, A. (2014); Kantor, M. (2014);
Archangelsk, A. (2014); Bykov, D. (2015, February 1); Lipsky, A. (2015, March 3); Masyuk, E. (2015, April 6);
Latynina, J. (2015, May 14); Kharinotov, V. (2015); Zhilin, I. (2016); Latynina, J. (2016, May 17); Musafirova, O.
(2016); Latynina, J. (2017); Shenkman, J. (2017); Lipsky, A. (2017); Musafirova, O. (2020).

3% Going against the discourse of the Russian state is actually very dangerous. This became extremely obvious when the
conflict turned into a war, as it was no longer safe for journalists of NG to stay in Russia.

35 Lipsky, A. (2015, March 3); Bykov, D. (2015, November 15); Latynina, J. (2017).

36 Latynina, J. (2016, May 17); Shenkman, J. (2020).
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4.2.2. Recurring themes

41 ceiidac mpoBOKyY OOJBIIIYIO YaCTh )KM3HU B cTpaHax EBpocoro3a u MOTy cka3aTh aOCOJIOTHO YECTHO:
HU C KaKUMH TPOSBICHHUSIMH pycodoOmm HU 3/1ech, HI B AMEpUKE S HE CTAJIKUBAJICSI HU pazy B
xm3nn.’’ (Troitskiy, 2017)

The quote above is the personal experience of a journalist of NG. He tries to debunk the Russian
state narrative on Western Europe. Debunking the Russian state narrative is one of the biggest
recurring themes in the articles. In every one of the 45 articles of NG there is to a certain degree
criticism towards the Russian state, especially on its discourse towards Western Europe. Russian
state propaganda describes Western Europe mostly through the term Gayropa and uses it as a
scapegoat for everything wrong in Russian domestic and international politics and economy. Almost
all articles try to change the perception on Western Europe so that readers wouldn’t just blindly
believe the Russian state discourse. Instead of just denouncing the Russian state narrative of Western
Europe, NG even goes as far to get their readers involved in Western European history and culture.
For example, the project ‘EuroRossiya’ (EuroRussia) connects Russians back to Western
Europe. The project describes the ties between Russia and Europe (Lipsky, 2015, October 28). In
2016, NG even brings a Russian teacher to Europe with the idea of letting him shape his own opinion
on Europe (Artemyeva & Girin, 2016). NG does everything to deconstruct the state narrative. That
is why Russian state discourse is such a big theme in its articles.

Another recurring theme is criticism towards Western Europe. The criticism is mostly focused
on politics and Europe’s sexual values. Political criticism towards Western Europe has a broad range
and is mostly focused on different aspects of Western Europe’s idea on liberalism. For example, the
Western idea of democracy is denounced (Latynina, 2014, October 7). Western Europe’s extreme
left-wing and right-wing parties are analysed and judged for their support to Putin and the Russian
state (Kantor, 2014). One article even discusses how Western European liberalism is taking its
gender identities and politics too far (Soldatov, 2017).

This leads up to the following recurring theme: sexuality. Although NG welcomes European
values, not all articles agree with Western Europe’s ideas on sexuality. LGBTQ+ prides are seen as
something very Western European. An article even insinuates some neo-imperialist tendencies in
these prides (Zhilin, 2016). Some articles even go as far as to link non-hetero sexuality to religion
and paedophilia. Gayropa is linked to paedophile scandals in the Russian church (Masyuk, 2015,
May 14; Soldatov, 2015). The scandals are national situations with an international scapegoat —
Western Europe. Sexuality is also linked to religion in other articles. According to an article from
2015, only ‘Holy’ Russia stands against ‘Corrupt’ Europe (Latynina, 2015, April 2). Another one
from 2015 describes deacon Kuraev’s critique on Western Europe’s way of handling criticism
towards homosexuality. According to him if you openly denounce homosexuality in the West, you
can end up in jail, which is a new kind of fascism (Masyuk, 2015, May 14). There is only one article
in the newspaper that defends Western sexual values (Levinson, 2021). This theme of sexuality
shows that the perception of the term Gayropa isn’t black or white. On certain themes and events,
the authors do support Western Europe and denounce the use of the term, yet on other subjects
(sexuality) they tend to follow the concept in its negative narrative.

37 Translation: I now spend most of my life in the European Union and I can say with absolute honesty: I have never
encountered any manifestations of Russophobia either here or in America in my life.
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4.2.3. Recurring concepts

OMHOBpEMEHHO HaYajauCh JEHCTBUS MO IUCKpEAWTAllMUd «IHHAOCOB» M «['elpombl», mo Tak
Ha3bIBAEMON «HAIMOHATHU3AIMU DJIUT» W UIEIbMOBAHUIO ONIMO3UIIMOHEPOB, MPABO3ALIUTHUKOB,
KOHTPOJIEPOB YECTHOCTH BHIOOPOB M UM COUYYBCTBYIOLIMX KaK MSATOH KOJOHHBI M areHTOB 3aMaJHOrO
BIUsAHMA. A TO U TIpocTo arentos.”® (Lipsky, 2015, March 30)

In this paragraph two concept are mentioned that recur throughout the articles of NG: ‘Pindos’ and
‘Fifth column’. These words are adopted together with Gayropa in the Russian state discourse to
discredit the West.

Pindos*® is adopted in the discourse on the war of Ukraine. The word is slang for Americans. The
origin of the word is not known, but it is assumed that its present use can be traced back to the war
in Kosovo. Serbs applied this term on American soldiers in Yugoslavia, who were dressed in heavy
packs and bulletproof vests. They looked like penguins, and the Serbian word for penguin is ‘pindo’
(Goble, 2014). The word has a negative, offensive connotation. It describes Americans (and
Westerns in general) as helpless creatures (Klikushin, 2014). NG applies this term in its mission to
deconstruct the Russian state narrative on the West. Its use in articles is mostly ironic, to expose the
absurdity of the word.

The same can be said about the word ‘Fifth column’*®. When employed in articles of NG, it is to
disprove the anti-Western rhetoric of the Russian state. The fifth column is defined in Merriam-
Webster dictionary as follows: “a group of secret sympathizers or supporters of an enemy that
engage in espionage or sabotage within defence lines or national borders” (Merriam-Webster, n.d.).
The word is used by the Russian state to condemn anti-Russian protests, ideas, and developments
within the state. It supports the narrative of Western Europe as the scapegoat for everything wrong
within and outside of Russia. Fifth column is applied to create fear and distrust among the people
of Russia. For example, LGBTQ+ people in Russia are seen as part of the fifth column put in place
by Western Europe. NG tries to deconstruct this narrative.

A final recurrent word in several articles is Russophobia*!. Russophobia has a negative
connotation. Russophobia is hatred and contempt for everything Russian, so not only Russian
institutions but also of Russians themselves. Being called a Russophobe is tantamount to being
called a hater of Russia as a whole. The use of this term blurs the boundary between state and
country. The Russian state with its institutions and bureaucrats tries to convince Russian people that
they are Russia. Hate for the state is equalised with hate for the country on its own (Troitskiy, 2017).
This is part of the Russian state discourse to stifle protests, comments, and complaints against the
state. People within and outside of the Russian state who protest the Russian state are now equated
to protesters against Russia as a country. The newspaper NG asserts the opposite. They prove that
Western Europeans aren’t Russophobes and that Russians who comment on the state do not hate the
country Russia.
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38 Translation: At the same time, actions began to discredit the «Pindos» and «Gayropa», to «nationalise the elites» and
to smear oppositionists, human rights activists, election integrity monitors and their sympathisers as fifth columnists
and agents of Western influence. Or even just agents.

39 Latynina, J. (2014, June 9); Golubitsky, S. (2015); Lipsky, A. (2015, March 30); Masyuk, E. (2015, April 6);
Latynina, J. (2015, May 14); Latynina, J. (2016, September 2); Troitskiy, A. (2017); Anin, R. (2018); Musafirova, O.
(2020).

40 Archangelsk, A. (2014); Garmazhapova, A. (2014); Lipsky, A. (2015, March 30); Masyuk, E. (2015, April 6);
Yamburg, E., & Knorre-Dmitrieva, X. (2016); Latynina, J. (2017).

4! Artemyeva, A., & Girin, N. (2016); Lipsky, A. (2017); Troitskiy, A. (2017).
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4.3.The Russian state’s war propaganda

Most of the articles of NG discuss the contemporary politics of that time on the Ukraine conflict.
The frequency of the articles per year depends on the escalation of the conflict. In 2014 eight articles
on the term of Gayropa are written in NG, five of them*? discuss the conflict in Ukraine.

Jlrone#t yOMBarOT THICSYaMHU, MHJUIMOH OeKeHIIEeB MOKMHYNIU JloHOacc, HO HUKTO BHATHO HE CKaXeT,
M3-3a 4ero BololoT. Ecnii HacTauBaTh Ha oTBeTe, ycaubimuTe: «I eononutukal» Bommeobnoe cnoso. To
€CTb TBICSIUM JIIOAEH BO3OYIHUIN, OTHAIN Ha YOOH M yMEPTBHIN — PaiH yCIOBHBIX I'PaHHMIL, paau
(aHTa3MM, COTJIACHO KOTOPOH y CTpaH €CTh CBOM apealibl akTHBHOCTH — M B CBOEM apease CTpaHa
Brpase yousats.* (Kantor, 2014)

The political situation at that time is condemned by most authors of those articles: the above-
mentioned quote clarifies how the idea of killing people in the name of geopolitics is absurd for
them. The articles lay bare how the Russian state uses a heteronormative discourse and the ‘us’
versus ‘them’ rhetoric to justify its involvement in the conflict. They denounce the idea that Ukraine
belongs to Russia and needs to be protected from Western Europe’s liberal and sexual imperialism.
By exposing the ‘us’ versus ‘them’ rhetoric as nonsense they try to convince their readers of the
senselessness of the armed conflict.

In 2015 there are sixteen articles written on Gayropa. Half of them** discuss Ukraine and the
sanction war between Western Europe and Russia since the Maidan revolution. NG debunks the
Russian state discourse on the sanction war. The Russian state creates a clear ‘us’ — Russia as a
victim — versus ‘them’ — Western Europe as aggressor. Everything anti-Russian state and anti-war
is distinguished as anti-Russia and part of the ‘them’. The Russian state uses its strategies of sexual
politics — in which they try to protect traditional societies from Western influence — and politics of
belonging — using the ‘us’ versus ‘them’ strategy — to justify its sanctions towards Western Europe
and its impact on Russian people. The newspaper counters these political strategies of the Russian
state by unmasking the Russian state propaganda machine to its readers. NG explains how these
retaliatory sanctions cause more harm to Russia and its people than to Western Europe:

Becb MexaHU3M OJIOKMPOBOK U «OTBETHBIX CAHKIIMN», COOCTBEHHO, PO 3TO — BIIACTh 3aKPHIBACTCS
OT BHEIIHETO MHpa CO BCEMH €ro TpeXaMd W pPa3ipaXKHUTESIMH, HO 3aKpPhIBA€T €ro OT CBOUX
COOCTBEHHBIX TpakaaH. M B pe3ynbTaTe moiny4aeTcs He KPerocTh, B KOTOPYIO HEJb3s ITOTacTh, a 30Ha,
13 KOTOpO# Henb3sa Beixoauts.* (Kharinotov, 2015)

42 Latynina, J. (2014, August 6); Garmazhapova, A. (2014); Bessarabova, A. (2014); Kantor, M. (2014); Archangelsk,
A.(2014).

43 Translation: People are being killed by the thousands, a million refugees have left Donbass, but no one will say clearly
what they are fighting about. If you insist on the answer, you hear: «Geopolitics!» The magic word. That is, thousands
of people were stirred up, driven to slaughter and killed - for the sake of conventional borders, for the sake of the fantasy
that countries have their own areas of activity - and in their own area a country has the right to kill.

4 Bykov, D. (2015, February 1); Lipsky, A. (2015, March 3); Lipsky, A. (2015, March 30); Masyuk, E. (2015, April
6); Masyuk, E. (2015, May 14); Latynina, J. (2015, May 14); (Kharitonov, 2015); Lipsky, A. (2015, October 28).

4 Translation: The whole mechanism of blockades and «retaliatory sanctions» is actually about this - the authorities
close themselves off from the outside world with all its sins and irritants but close it off from their own citizens. And
the result is not a fortress that cannot be entered, but a zone that cannot be exited.
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In 2016, six articles were written that contained the concept of Gayropa. Two of them?*® discussed
geopolitics between Western Europe and Russia. One article discusses the geopolitical situation of
Crimea. The article recounts how the Deputy Prime Minister addresses the applicants fora LGBTQ+
pride in Simferopol, Sevastopol, and Yalta and told them to go to Gayropa. Sexual politics becomes
very clear in this situation as an official expresses that prides are part of the West and do not belong
in Crimea or Russia*’ (Zhilin, 2016). By doing this the borders between the modern Europe (Western
Europe) and traditional Europe (Russia) are demarcated. Sexual politics is used to justify the
annexation of Crimea by the Russian state.

The other article discusses how geopolitics seeps into the competition of Eurovision. The article
explains how the Russian state is in a constant war of values with Western Europe, even during
Eurovision. Eurovision is made out to be the peak of Gayropa by the Russian state. People like
Conchita Wurst are used to show how Western Europe is ‘filled with gays’. This is part of the
Russian state narrative to emphasise how Western European values do not conform to Russian
traditional values. The eccentricity of Eurovision supposedly illustrates how homosexuality is a
creation by Western Europe and not natural (Latynina, 2016). NG exposes the hypocrisy of Russian
politics as Russia takes part in the event.

In 2017 four*® out of the seven articles on Gayropa discusses the conflict in Ukraine. The articles
expose again how the Russian state uses certain narratives to create its state enemies. Ukraine is
now the biggest enemy of the state for choosing Western Europe above Russia. The longer the
conflict goes on the more the whole of Ukraine is painted as part of the ‘them’ rhetoric of the Russian
state. NG describes the changing boundaries of Russia’s politics of belonging, and how Western
Europe and Ukraine are blamed for the impact of the sanction war on Russian people. NG debunks
this by describing how the Russian sanctions cause misfortune inside Russia:

Hapno npusnath, 3TOT TproK yaaercs. Beas B Hammx Kpasx Bcerja CKIOHHBI BUHHTH B CBOMX Oemax
KOTO yroJHO, TOJBKO He camux cebs. M moTroMy, Koraa B HapoOAHBIX Maccax 3aXxOAHWT pedb O
OecueOoBEYHOM KOBapCcTBE «mUHAOCOB» W  «['edipombl», OKa3piBaeTcs, 4YTO TJIaBHBIMHU
JI0Ka3aTeNIbCTBAMHU 3TOTO KOBAPCTBA CTAHOBSITCA IIOUEMY-TO HE 3allaJJHbIe CAHKLIUH B cepe HPUHAHCOB
WM 3aKyTIKe 6YpOBOTro 060pyI0BaHus, a JOMAIIHEro Npou3BocTBa antucankuuu.® (Lipsky, 2017)

Western Europe and Ukraine are the scapegoats for what the Russian state inflicts on its own people.
It is easier for the Russian state to put the blame of national problems on international politics as
this allows them to avoid responsibility.

From 2018 until 2021 nearly all articles®® focus on debunking Russian state propaganda in
international politics. The content ranges from exposing propaganda during the World Cup and
Eurovision, to exposing propaganda against Crimea and Ukraine. Most Russians only know Western
Europe through what they hear on television or the Internet. This makes it very easy for the Russian
state to use media as a tool to create a certain frame of Western Europe:

46 Zhilin, L. (2016, April 25); Latynina, J. (2016, May 17)

47 The journalist of NG narrates this situation, but it is not clear what stance he takes towards these statements.

8 Polikovsky, A. (2017); Latynina, J. (2017); Shenkman, J. (2017); Lipsky, A. (2017)

49 Translation: It has to be admitted that this trick works. After all, people in Russia are always inclined to blame
everyone else for their misfortunes, but not themselves. That is why when the masses talk about inhuman perfidy of
«the Pindos» and «Gayropay it turns out that the main evidence of this perfidy is somehow not western sanctions in the

sphere of finance or purchase of drilling equipment, but home-made anti-sanctions.
50 Anin, R. (2018); Chernova, N. (2019); Genis, A. (2019); Shenkman, J. (2020); Musafirova, O. (2020).
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Hnst Gonpwiei dacTu HacesneHHs Poccum Bcsl IulaHeTa MOMeNIajdach B MaJICHBKYIO KOPOOOUYKY
TENeBU30pa. A TPOBOAHUKOM B OTOT APYrod, HEW3BECTHBIH MHUP CTal MOXKHIOW, IIEKACTBIH, C
JIOCHSIIICHCS JIBICHHOHN U TIOX0XKHIA Ha a0y BEIAYIIHIA C SKpaHa, KOTOPEIA CY3HIT OTPOMHYIO 3EMITIO 710
neckoB Cupuy, TJ€ MBI BOIOEM C ITMHI0CaMH; pa300MOJICHHBIX KBapTanoB Jlyrancka, rae Mbl BOIOEM
¢ ’%u100aHIepOBIAMY; U TIepeyIKoB Bproccens, rie refiponeiist sxapat apyr apyra.”' (Anin, 2018)

Articles in NG analyse and uncover these frames for their readers. For example, the World Cup
shows that when it is in the Russian state’s benefit, Western Europeans are decent enough to be
welcomed in Russia to watch football (Anin, 2018). The differences between values are put aside.
The same happens during Eurovision. The Russian state sees itself as part of Western Europe when
its candidate has a shot at winning Eurovision, yet otherwise it is ‘to hell with Gayropa’ (Shenkman,
2020). NG gives these two world events as example on how the anti-Western narrative disappears
when it is favourable for the Russian state. Furthermore, some articles (Genis, 2019; Musafirova,
2020) dissect the language used by the Russian state in its geopolitical agenda. NG exposes the
imperialist tendencies of the Russian state. Language is a key to legitimize imperialistic actions and
war. Gayropa and the idea of Western Europe as the enemy is used to justify Russia’s actions in
Ukraine. The whole strategy of ‘us’ versus ‘them’ is of great importance to first have a scapegoat to
blame everything on, and second to be able to justify one’s actions that would normally be criticised
heavily. NG dissects how the creation of Western Europe as a sexually deviant, neo-imperialistic
entity helps the Russian state in its own imperialist tendencies; and to create an enemy.

5! Translation: For most of Russia's population, the entire planet fit into a small box of television. And the guide to this
other, unknown world was an elderly, cheeky, balding, toad-like presenter on the screen, who narrowed the vast Earth
down to the sands of Syria, where we are at war with the Pindos; the bombed-out quarters of Lugansk, where we are at
war with the Jewish Banderas; and the alleys of Brussels, where the Gayropeans are grilling each other.
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5. Comparison of newspapers

The content of the four newspapers holds similarities and differences in the use of Gayropa. It is
necessary to acknowledge that there are even differences between the articles within the newspapers.
There isn’t one clearcut overarching narrative in each newspaper, except for 1Z, but this is due to
the minimal number of available articles on Gayropa. This makes it quite interesting to examine on
which ideas the newspapers agree with one another and on which they disagree.

5.1.Image of Western Europe

There are three main narratives on Western Europe visible: the ultimate enemy, the source of
modern civilization, and sexually deviant. These images are either confirmed or refuted in the
various newspapers.

5.1.1. The ultimate enemy

The first depiction as ultimate enemy is present in RG, 1Z, and KP. The identity of Western Europe
in IZ is an aggressor imposing its values. Western Europe should not impose its values on Russia
and Russians should not look up towards Western European values. They are depicted as
incompatible in [Z. This idea is also visible in articles of RG: the incompatibility of values is equated
to painting Western Europe as the adversary of Russia. RG describes Western Europe as an
aggressive and imperialistic geopolitical actor. This discourse of Western Europe as the enemy of
Russia is present as well in the articles of KP, even though most articles of KP sensationalise trivial
news and don't focus on geopolitics as in RG or IZ.

What is surprising in both the state-owned RG and state-affiliated KP is that they each contain
one article which warns its readers of the negative enemy rhetoric used in the other articles. The
article of RG (Radzikhovskiy, 2015) warns its readers about the extreme rhetoric used in media such
as Gayropa. The article in KP (Lapteva, 2015) explains to its readers how to bypass fake news by
using the discourse on Gayropa as an example. It is remarkable that they contest the narrative on
Gayropa as these newspapers are linked to the state. [Z, for example, stays in line with the state
discourse. So, it is rather unexpected that these articles exist in RG and KP.

5.1.2. The source of modern civilization

What the newspapers RG and KP briefly describe in a single article NG does in different ways in
different articles. NG consciously goes against the state discourse. Most of the articles in NG try to
debunk the Russian state narrative on Western Europe — Gayropa. In contrast to other newspapers,
NG is generally positive about Western Europe. Western Europe is even described as liberal, free,
and the source of modern civilization. Its values — with a few exceptions — are praised and defended
by the newspaper. While other newspapers divide the world into two conflicting parts — West versus
Russia — NG tries to unite both sides by showing its readers the similarities, and by debunking the
idea of incompatible values. Here the difference between non-state-affiliated and state-affiliated on
the image of Western Europe becomes clear.
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5.1.3. Sexually deviant

There are similarities within all newspapers on the sexual values of Western Europe. They do not
defend the sexual values of Western European. RG, IZ, and KP use them to symbolise the decay of
Western Europe. In their articles these values are mostly described as creating the death of Western
Europe as they know it. KP describes Western Europe as sexually deviant in its articles. RG and 1Z
are less outspoken: the values of Russia and Western Europe are incompatible and should be kept
away from one another. NG holds different views towards sexual values. In most cases the
newspaper isn’t that accepting and tolerant towards same-sex love. However by 2021, the sexual
values of Western Europe and the LGBTQ+ community are being defended in NG (Levinson, 2021).
The opinions of journalists in NG vary on the subject. Different opinions are accepted in NG, which
makes this differentiation possible.

5.2.Events

The recurring events in most newspapers range from serious events, such as the war in Ukraine and
the terrorist attacks in Western Europe, to entertaining events, such as the World Cup, Eurovision,
and the Oscars.

5.2.1. Conflict of Ukraine

The event that recurs in every newspaper is the conflict of Ukraine. In RG most of the articles cover
the situation in Ukraine. The articles discuss the involvement of Western Europe and the USA in
the conflict between Ukraine and Russia. Western Europe is painted as the aggressor and Russia as
the victim protecting its cultural border, only retaliating when it is being attacked. This Western
aggression is also discussed through the election of Saakashvili as governor of Odessa (Makarychev,
2015). Saakashvili is depicted as corrupt and pro-Western. This is also reflected in IZ, where the
appointment of the former Georgian is mentioned as well. The depiction of the governor in IZ is
quite the same as in RG: a pro-Western politician that comes to Odessa to corrupt it (Kholmogorov,
2015). With this rhetoric a certain fear for Western European values is installed. The Ukrainian
conflict is one of the main topics in the articles of NG as well. However, where RG and 1Z take a
pro-Russian stance in the Ukrainian conflict, NG takes an anti-war stance. Again, NG is going
against the Russian state’s anti-Western and anti-Ukrainian discourse. They try to analyse the
situations and warn its readers of the lies and consequences. The newspaper doesn’t shy away from
being critical towards the Russian state’s actions in the Ukrainian conflict. Nevertheless, NG can
also be critical of Western Europe when it comes to the conflict in Ukraine. Western Europe's actions
are considered insufficient to bring the conflict to an end.

As already mentioned, KP doesn’t really discuss geopolitics. However, the conflict of Ukraine is
briefly mentioned in one of its articles. In the article the sanctions by Western Europe are
condemned. The general idea is that Russians should have nothing to do with Western Europe
(Khozhatelev, 2016). So, even though KP doesn’t specifically focus on geopolitics, this brief
mention makes their position towards Western Europe clear.
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5.2.2. Oscars, Eurovision, and the World Cup

Other events linked to Gayropa are the Oscars in the USA, Eurovision, and the World Cup. In RG
the Oscars are depicted as being too politically correct and corrupted by the Western European gay
lobby (Kichin, 2017). The same rhetoric is used in KP, when they discuss the event. The Oscars are
depicted as corrupt and Russian artists should stay away from the event (Khozhatelev, 2016). Even
though the Oscars are an American event, they are linked to Western Europe through the usage of
the term Gayropa. This can mean two things, first that the USA and Western Europe are one and the
same for some journalists, as both entities encompass ‘Western’ values. Second, that Gayropa isn’t
only showing imperialist tendencies towards Russia, but also towards the USA. Again, shaping the
narrative of Western Europe trying to impose its values on the world.

KP also discusses the World Cup (Adamovich, 2018) and Eurovision (Borovskiy, 2021). In KP,
these events hold a more peaceful narrative towards Western Europe. During these events Western
Europe is generally accepted by the newspaper. NG also illustrates this when talking about the
World Cup (Anin, 2018). The World Cup is described as bringing together the two opposites.
However, when it comes to Eurovision NG doesn’t depict the same acceptance and peace as with
the World Cup. Eurovision is just another playground for the Russian propaganda war (Latynina,
2016). The discourse of the Russian state against a corrupted Western Europe is heavily present in
the events of Eurovision. NG exposes how Eurovision is used in the clash of values. Where,
according to KP, there is peace in the tensions between Western Europe and Russia during the
Eurovision, NG notes that these tensions just continue into the contest.

5.2.3. The terrorist attacks in Western Europe

A final recurring event are the terrorist attacks in Western Europe. This event is discussed in the
newspapers of KP and NG. Both condemn the terrorist attacks in Western Europe and call for
sympathy towards one another. Both state that there is no reason to be vicious to each other during
such incidents. However, KP calls out Russians who mock the attacks; and Western Europeans who
mock the crash of the Russian aeroplane (Diveeva, 2015). NG calls out the Russian state for pausing
its anti-Western propaganda for only a month after the terrorist attacks (Petrovskaya, 2015); and
Charlie Hebdo for mocking the situation in Odessa (Lipsky, 2015, March 3). Even though the
examples of the situation are different, the main idea in both newspapers towards the terrorist attacks
is similar.

5.3. Themes

Three themes reappear in the newspapers: sexuality, criticism towards Western Europe, and
criticism towards the Russian state.

5.3.1. Sexuality
One of the biggest themes is sexuality. Gayropa is intrinsically linked to Western values on sexuality

and sexual preferences. This theme is used to drag Western Europe through the mud. In the articles
of RG the fear for same-sex relations is installed. The idea that Western Europe wants to take over
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the world by imposing its values is visible in almost all articles. This is also noticeable in IZ. The
article on same-sex relations links homosexuality with paedophilia (Kononenko, 2016). This
association is also made in articles of KP, which assume that Western Europe is filled with pederasty
(Baltnews / KP, 2015). Both newspapers use the technique of associating non-heterosexuality with
paedophilia to suppress support for the LGBTQ+ community in Russia. Even NG does not agree
for most of the time with Western Europe’s ideas on sexuality. Although it should be noted that NG
isn’t as negative as the other newspapers towards this theme. NG does differ from the other
newspapers as it still describes Western Europe as the future, and an ally instead of a foe. Eventually
by 2021, some journalists are already more tolerant and open towards same-sex love (Levinson,
2021). The newspapers all hold similar sentiments towards this theme. However, the intensity
differs per paper.

5.3.2. Criticism towards Western Europe

Criticism towards Western Europe is an overarching theme in most newspapers. In RG, IZ, and KP
this criticism has been established through cases in which Western Europe is painted as imperialistic,
corrupted, and rotten. Western European morals are questioned together with its intentions with the
rest of the world. It helps to shape the image of Russia as a victim of Western European imperialistic
tendencies. The theme is used in these newspapers to create doubt about the sincerity of Western
Europe. In NG there is criticism towards Western Europe as well, but it differs quite a bit from the
criticism of the other newspapers as most journalists do believe that Western Europe is the future.
The same trend as with the theme of sexuality is visible here: all newspapers contain articles on the
theme, just the intensity differs.

5.3.3. Criticism towards Russia

Criticism towards Russia — or better, the Russian state — is the main theme within articles of NG.
This isn’t the case in the other newspapers. IZ has no articles criticising Russian politics or the state.
KP and RG both have one article that warns its readers of the consequences of just believing the
narrative of Gayropa without thinking, but these are focused on narratives specifically in the media
and not by the government. NG, on the other hand, is filled with articles that warn its readers of the
narrative of Gayropa used by the Russian state. Almost all articles try to change the perception on
Western Europe so that readers wouldn’t just blindly believe the Russian state discourse. NG does
everything to expose the Russian state and its propaganda to the wider Russian public. This is the
biggest difference between NG and the other three newspapers KP, RG, and IZ. As they enable the
Russian state rhetoric on Western Europe, NG disproves the whole discourse of the state.

5.4. Geopolitics

The sexual politics and politics of belonging used by the Russian state in its geopolitical strategy
are displayed in a diverse set of articles from the newspapers.
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5.4.1. Sexual Politics

The use of sexual politics in the media to support the Russian state’s geopolitics is apparent in the
articles of RG, KP, and IZ. They implement a heteronormative discourse when discussing Russian
geopolitics with Western Europe. Homosexuality is seen as a construction and aberration from ‘the
normal’. This construction is supposedly used by Western Europe to further its imperialist agenda.
Russia ‘needs’ to defend its people and culture against Western Europe. Russia is depicted as the
last bastion of normalcy. Thus, creating the narrative that Western modernity is just a creation and
hype to attack Russia and its traditional culture. NG does everything in its power to expose and
debunk this narrative. The newspaper counters the Russian state’s strategy by unmasking the
Russian state propaganda to its readers in almost every article on Gayropa. NG dissects how the
creation of Western Europe as a sexually deviant by the Russian state, helps the state in justifying
its own imperialist tendencies. Therefore, NG separates itself from the other newspapers.

5.4.2. Politics of Belonging

The same trend is visible when looking at politics of belonging. In the articles of RG, IZ, and KP
there is a clear ‘us’ versus ‘them’ division taking place. The overarching division of the world is
that of Russia versus the West. In these newspapers Russia and Western Europe are made out to be
incompatible with one another. Western Europe is depicted as the enemy of the Russian state and
people. In RG the narrative is used to legitimise Russia’s involvement in the conflict in Ukraine as
Odessans need to be protected from the Western enemy. This idea is also shaped in the article of IZ
on the sanction war between Russia and Western Europe (Kholmogorov, 2016). The “us’ versus
‘them’ identities are clearly constructed in the article wherein Western Europe gets an anti-Russian
identity and Russia the identity of the protector of its people against the West. Western Europe is
the aggressor and Russia the victim. This is apparent in some articles of KP as well. In one of the
articles, the politics of belonging is made very clear: A director is asked to give its Western prizes
back to the West to show that he supports the Russian state and belongs with Russia (Khozhatelev,
2016). The boundaries are plainly established. NG disproves this ‘us’ versus ‘them’ rhetoric used
by the media and Russian state in its articles. The whole strategy of ‘us’ versus ‘them’ is of great
importance for the Russian state to first have a scapegoat to blame everything on, and second to be
able to justify one’s actions that would normally be criticised heavily. NG exposes this strategy that
the Russian state applies on Western Europe.

5.5.Influence ownership on the newspapers

Most of the articles in all newspapers discuss the same events and themes. However, the
representation of these events and themes differs. For example, in all four newspapers sentiments
of non-tolerance towards the LGBTQ+ values are visible. The degree and intensity of non-tolerance
is different in each one. Nonetheless, all newspapers describe the Western sexual values as
incompatible with Russia and its values.

The newspaper who stands out the most in comparison to the others is NG. On multiple events
and themes, the ideas of NG are in stark contrast to the ideas in the other newspapers. NG openly
opposes the Russian state rhetoric on Gayropa and with it the state’s sexual politics and politics of
belonging, while the other newspapers support the state narrative. While NG sees Western Europe
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as the source of modernization and the future, RG, 1Z, and KP see Western Europe as the ultimate
enemy of Russia. RG, IZ, and KP blame Western Europe for the conflict in Ukraine. NG takes an
anti-war stance on the matter and is critical of both sides in the conflict. On these matters the
difference between non-state-affiliated and the others becomes apparent.

The differences between state-owned and state-affiliated newspapers are less outspoken. In most
articles the three newspapers — RG, IZ, and KP — take the same stance as the Russian state narrative
towards Western Europe. Most articles depict Gayropa in a negative light and support the sexual
politics and politics of belonging by the Russian state towards Western Europe. All of them contain
mostly criticism towards Western Europe and its values, only a few articles in RG and KP show
some criticism towards Russian media and the Russian healthcare system. These articles do not
specifically criticise the Russian state, so this is probably the reason why they are available on the
state-owned newspaper RG and state-affiliated newspaper KP. IZ on the other hand follows the state
narrative down to the last detail in its two articles. One would assume that IZ is the state-owned
newspaper. However, this conclusion is based only on those two articles. It could be that 1Z differs
from the state narrative on different subjects. All in all, the differences between state-owned and
state-affiliated newspapers are not significant in this research.

The differences between the state-affiliated newspapers are mostly visible in the way the news is
presented. They take the same stance, but the style of the articles differs. Both newspapers write
their articles in a way that provokes reactions from their readers, but IZ contains opinion pieces that
are long and underpinned by arguments (whether correct or not), while KP’s articles are sensational
articles that are short and mostly filled with reactions plucked from the internet.
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Conclusion

The narrative of Gayropa which reflects the sexual politics and anti-Western rhetoric by the Russian
state is present in the articles of the state-owned newspaper RG, and the state-affiliated newspapers
KP and IZ. Homosexuality is depicted as a construction, or even an aberration from the ‘normal’.
The ‘normal’ described in the articles of these three newspapers corresponds to what is seen as
normal in the heteronormative discourse on sexual politics. Tradition and heterosexuality form the
cornerstone of Russian society and its values according to these newspapers. The Russian values
supposedly must be protected from the so-called modernity of Western Europe with its liberal and
sexual values. The narrative of Russia as defender against Western Europe’s aggression is
(consciously or unconsciously) present in the articles of the three newspapers. Russia is depicted as
the last bastion of ‘normality’ in this world. Heteronormativity is omni-present in most articles of
RG, KP, and IZ. Heteronormativity is also the main discourse followed by the Russian state when
it comes to its sexual politics. The state uses this discourse to position itself as the opposite of the
liberal West in the global world. The content of the articles of RG, KP, and IZ support this position.

The position of Russia versus the liberal West fits into the political Othering of ‘us’ (Russia)
versus ‘them’ (the liberal West). This political Othering forms the basis of politics of belonging. By
simplifying the complexity of the global world into an “us’ versus ‘them’ format, it is easier to define
who belongs where in the world. As already stated, the Russian state positions itself opposite of the
liberal West. Russia describes itself as a beacon of tradition against a world turning into decay. This
narrative is visible in the articles of RG, IZ, and KP. Most of the articles hold a rather anti-Western
perspective in their content. The LGBTQ+ community together with liberal sexual values are
supposedly used by Western Europe to further its neo-imperialistic agenda. This turns Western
Europe in the ultimate enemy of the Russian state in the contemporary world. In these newspapers
Western Europe is the scapegoat for everything wrong inside and outside Russia. The anti-Western
discourse of the Russian state is excessively present in these three newspapers.

However, one newspaper is in stark contrast with the others, namely NG. NG does everything in
its power to expose and debunk the narrative of Gayropa and with it the sexual politics and politics
of belonging of the Russian state. NG exposes the anti-Western strategy of the Russian state.
According to this newspaper, Western Europe isn’t to blame for everything wrong inside and outside
Russia. The Russian state is to blame for its own mistakes. The newspaper describes Russia, not as
a victim, but as an instigator and aggressor. Accordingly, NG describes both sides as having certain
imperialistic tendencies. However, the newspaper calls for unity between both sides as it sees
Western Europe as the source of modernization. Both sides should try to learn from one another and
be more tolerant. For NG this means not imposing values on one another, yet also not degrading the
values of the other. Although it condemns Russia’s sexual politics, certain journalists do not agree
with the sexual politics of the West either. The newspaper is thus very critical towards the Russian
state but doesn’t shy away from also being critical towards Western Europe. The newspaper holds
a multitude of diverse opinions, not all journalists express the same opinion or agree with one
another. This is very different from the other three newspapers.

This research focuses on the politicisation of the LGBTQ+ community by the Russian state and
media. However, this research could just as well be executed on politics and media in the West. The
heteronormative discourse forms the basis for different religious, traditional, or certain political
groups in the West. The LGBTQ+ community is often depicted as the internal other within this
discourse. The discourse of homonationalism prevails as well in the West. A pro-LGBTQ+ stance
is taken by certain political groups to create a narrative against different Muslim migrant groups.
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This creates the narrative that the LGBTQ+ community needs to be protected from the intolerant
other. Politicisation of the LGBTQ+ community takes place in many forms everywhere in the
‘Western world’. Even in international discourses: the LGBTQ+ values are geopolitically used by
the West to propagate liberalism throughout the world. The West does this all the time, not only
about LGBTQ+ rights, but also about the position of women, separation of church and state... The
Western liberal politicians and certain parts of the population are convinced that Western liberal
principles on these matters are the only correct way to live and propagate them. Although there is
no doubt that everyone has the right to be who they are, the underlying reason and authenticity of
Western politicians for pushing Western values, specifically sexual values, and its ways into other
parts of the world may be questioned. Furthermore, homophobia and intolerance aren’t just present
in Russia, but also in the West itself. Sexual equality is certainly not a reality yet, even in the
‘progressive West’. It should be noted that discrimination of the LGBTQ+ community has not
disappeared in any part of the world. There is still a lot of work to be done here, which of course
does not alter the fact that the situation in Russia for the LGBTQ+ community is extremely
distressing at this moment.

At last, the cessation of NG — forced by the state — shows the rather bleak future of the Russian
media landscape. This opposition newspaper was one of the last non-state-affiliated sources to reach
a large audience. Their coverage stood in stark contrast to that of the state-affiliated newspapers.
NG gave the Russian public the opportunity to consult sources different from the state narrative to
form their opinions. The disappearance of this newspaper is a step closer to full state control of the
press in Russia. What this will mean for press freedom and media reporting in Russia is still in
limbo. The journalists, who fled Russia, have started a new newspaper in Western Europe
independent from NG. Whether they will still reach the same audience, or the same scope is yet to
be determined. All of this is interesting material to investigate further as the situation evolves, but
it is also important. The degradation of Russia's press freedom should be examined in various ways.
There is a need to research how the state indoctrinates its citizens further now that there is virtually
no opposition in the media. How the narrative of Gayropa continues to evolve in Russia without NG
is of importance to study the further influence of Russian media on the already existing stigma
around Western Europe. Also, the possible influence of the new newspaper by the NG journalists
on the Russian media landscape from outside of Russia should be analysed. The field of media,
freedom of press, and journalism in Russia is during these times an important field for further
research. In the hope that research can help turn the tide in Russia. That’s why this study will be
concluded on the same note as it began, with the quote by Muratov (2021):

The dogs bark, but the caravan keeps walking.
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